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Thriving communities are built even stronger when 
people come together around a shared vision, 
contribute their unique strengths, and invest 
together in something larger than themselves. 

Over the past year, we have been reminded time and 
time again that lasting impact is created through 
partnership. We see it in donors who invest in 
opportunities for future generations. We see it in 
volunteers who share their expertise and leadership. 
We see it in nonprofit organizations responding to 
current community needs, and in individuals who care 
deeply about the future of Battle Creek and Calhoun 
County and continue to show up for one another.

At the Battle Creek Community Foundation, 
we believe our role is to steward resources, 
relationships, and opportunities in ways that help 
our community be empowered and ultimately thrive. 
We connect generosity with need, bring people 
together around shared goals, and help to create the 
conditions for meaningful and lasting positive impact.

This year, that spirit of togetherness guided our own 
organizational journey. As we refreshed our mission, 
vision, and values and developed a new strategic 
plan, we invited community members, nonprofit 
partners, donors, volunteers, board members, 
and local leaders to help shape the path forward. 
Through interviews, focus groups, and conversations 
across our community, you helped define not only 
where we are going, but how we will get there. 
The result is strategy rooted in shared purpose, 
informed by diverse perspectives, and grounded in 
our collective commitment to a thriving community.

That same spirit of partnership is reflected throughout  
this report.

You will read about organizations working together to 
address housing stability and workforce challenges 
through First Home, First Teacher. You will learn 
about efforts to support healthy aging and wellbeing 
through partnerships with Calhoun County Senior 
Services. You will see how donor generosity, volunteer 
leadership, and community investment continue 
to open doors of opportunity through scholarships 
and other projects. Each story is unique, and 
yet they all share a common thread: meaningful 
advancement happens when people work together!

The impact highlighted in these pages belongs 
to all of us. It reflects the generosity of donors, 
the dedication of volunteers, the leadership of 
partners, and the engagement of community 
members who continue to invest their time, 
expertise, and resources in our shared future.

Thank you for your partnership, your trust, and 
your commitment to our community. Together, we 
are building impact that will strengthen Battle Creek 
and the surrounding region for generations to come.

Mary Muliett,
President &  
Chief Executive Officer

Building 
Impact 
Together!
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Christopher Baldwin, 
Board of Trustees Chairperson



First Home, First Teacher began with a 
shared belief: supporting early childhood 
educators requires more than any one 
organization can provide alone.

Through a partnership that brought together 
philanthropy, housing, early childhood 
education and community development, 
community leaders created a pilot that 
provides rent-free housing to eligible 
educators working in Battle Creek’s 
licensed child care centers.

“First Home, First Teacher reflects the 
kind of systems change Battle Creek 
Community Foundation is committed to 
supporting,” said Mary Muliett, President 
& CEO of the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation. “This is not only an investment 
in housing, and it is not only an investment 
in early childhood education. It is an 
investment in the conditions that allow 
children, families, educators and care 
providers to thrive together. By addressing 
connected challenges, including educator 
compensation, housing stability, workforce 
retention and access to quality child care, 
this pilot gives our community a chance to 
test a model that can create lasting change 
beyond any single grant or organization.”

The Battle Creek Community Foundation 
committed $150,000 to the initiative 
over 10 years, making it the Foundation’s 
largest commitment in fiscal year 2025-26.

According to Pulse, child care providers are 
paid an average of $28,870 per year, while 
Battle Creek faces an estimated 1,400-unit 
rental housing deficit for households earning 
below $32,000. Those realities can make it 
difficult to recruit and retain educators at a 
time when many families already struggle to 
find child care.

“If we’re serious about strengthening 
childcare, we have to address the realities 
facing the workforce behind it,” said Kathy 
Szenda Wilson, Co-Executive Director of 
Pulse. “One of the greatest pressures on 
any household budget is housing.”

First Home, First Teacher was inspired 
by a model developed by Friends Center 
for Children in New Haven, Connecticut, 
where teacher housing has been used as 
a strategy to improve educator retention, 
promote financial stability and create 
pathways toward homeownership. 

In Battle Creek, Pulse coordinated the 
effort, Neighborhoods Inc. of Battle Creek 
identified and prepared the duplex, and 
Community Action Agency of South Central 
Michigan developed educator supports 
designed to strengthen long-term housing 
and financial stability.

The impact is already being felt by 
participating educators.

“I feel like I can do what I love and not think 
about the money aspect of what we love,” 
said Haylee Fettes, an educator at Stars 
and Stripes Learning Station.

The first duplex is intended to test a 
model that can grow. Beyond housing two 

educators and their families, First Home, 
First Teacher aims to strengthen the early 
childhood workforce, expand opportunity 
for educators and improve access to quality 
child care for families.

“First Home, First Teacher is beginning 
with one duplex, but the learning from this 
pilot can help shape what comes next,” 
said Elizabeth Schultheiss, Executive Vice 
President of the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation. “What makes this effort 
especially powerful is the strength of the 
partnership behind it. Each organization 
brings different expertise, relationships 
and resources, and that coordinated 
effort gives the model a stronger chance 
to succeed and grow. For us, success 
means educators are able to remain in the 
classrooms where children and families 
depend on them, providers have stronger 
tools to retain talented staff, and our 
community continues to prove that lasting 
change happens together.”

Livable Communities / Early Childhood
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BUILDING IMPACT TOGETHER:  

First Home, 
First Teacher

This innovative pilot 
program connects 

housing stability with 
the future of early 

childhood education.

FIRST HOME,  
FIRST TEACHER
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A scholarship fund created in memory of 
the Honorable Stephen B. and Patricia R. 
Miller is helping first-generation college 
students from Battle Creek pursue careers 
in public service and make a lasting impact 
in their communities.

Established in January 2023 by siblings 
Benjamin Miller and Elizabeth (Miller) Read, 
the Honorable Stephen B. and Patricia 
R. Miller Scholarship Fund at the Battle 
Creek Community Foundation supports 
graduates of St. Philip Catholic Central 
and Battle Creek Central high schools who 
attend Kellogg Community College (KCC), 
with preference for those pursuing careers 
in public service.

The Millers’ own journey began at KCC, 
including a marriage proposal at the 
campus’ circle drive overlooking Irving 
Park. Judge Stephen Miller (St. Philip 
’63) and Patricia Miller (BCC ’71) both 
turned to KCC when financial resources 
were limited, but community support made 
higher education possible.

“They could have just as easily gotten jobs 
out of high school,” Benjamin said. “But 
they chose education, and it made all the 
difference.”

Judge Miller went on to serve in the Battle 
Creek Air National Guard, Legal Aid, and 
the County Prosecutor’s Office, culminating 
in nearly four decades on the District and 
Circuit Court benches. Patricia worked 
at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the VA 
Hospital, and held leadership roles in 
the Junior League and Lawyers Wives of 
Calhoun County.

Their lives were defined by public service 
and grounded in community, values their 
children now hope to pass on.

“If you’re pursuing something in public 
service, and you’re going to give back to 
the community in any form, be it nursing, 
law enforcement, any kind of public service, 
and you have an opportunity to continue 
your education at KCC, and you graduated 
from one of these two schools, this is 
something you can access,” Benjamin said.

Stacking Scholarships to Close the Gap
The scholarship was designed to supplement, not 
replace, other forms of financial aid.

“We’re not going to be able to pay for the entire 
tuition of a family or a person, but we can contribute 
in the stack of different (resources),” Benjamin 
explained. “There’s community-based opportunities... 
federal loans, Pell, FAFSA, need-based aid… and 
then there are still always going to be expenses: 
transportation, books, technology.”

By contributing strategically, the scholarship helps 
students close remaining financial gaps, especially 
those navigating college without a family history of 
higher education.

“We didn’t want anything that precluded them from 
getting the need-based aid they might otherwise get,” 
Benjamin said. “But this could be that extra piece 
that makes it possible.”

Building Toward the Future
For the Millers, the scholarship is both a tribute and a 
tool that is rooted in Battle Creek, shaped by service 
and designed for long-term impact.

“You graduated from high school, you’re going to 
be the first in your family to go to college. You’re 
going to pursue public service. You’ve overcome a 
lot to get here. Keep at it. It’s not easy, but keep at 
it,” Benjamin said. “There are people supporting you 
who you don’t even know or need to know. Just know 
that the things you’re doing are going to make a 
positive impact on your community. That’s enough.”

Education

Helping first-generation 
students stack support 
toward public service careers

Honoring a Legacy of  
Gratitude and Service
Judge Miller was known for recognizing 
the role others played in his journey.

“My father was very conscious that 
he did not get where he got alone,” 
Benjamin shared. “He always was 
conscious that other people had gone 
before him and been supportive of 
him and his opportunities, and that his 
responsibility was to reflect that… It was 
the passage in Luke 12:48 ‘To whom 
much is given, much is required.’”

The scholarship reflects that philosophy: 
support from the community creates a 
responsibility to give back.

“Our hope that the beneficiaries… feel that 
the origin of the scholarship is of people 
who were supported by a community... 
and that by extending this in the public 
service space, they do the same by 
paying it forward.”

Benjamin understands that not all first-
generation students envision themselves 
in higher education.

“Just because you try something and it 
doesn’t work out exactly as you envisioned 
it, don’t quit,” he said. “At the end of the 
day, if it’s all driven by the idea that you can 
make an impact in your community, you 
can make a difference in people’s lives.”

BATTLE CREEK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION    9

Honorable Stephen B. and Patricia R. Miller Scholarship Fund

“They could have just as  
easily gotten jobs out of high 
school,” Benjamin said.  
“But they chose education, and 
it made all the difference.”



Healthy aging involves more than 
medical care. It is also about staying 
connected to neighbors, nature, 
technology and community.

That belief has guided a partnership 
between Battle Creek Community 
Foundation and Calhoun County 
Senior Services that is helping 
redefine what healthy aging 
looks like in Calhoun County.

Supported through the William G. 
and Marion E. Stuckle Fund, Calhoun 
County Senior Services is testing 
new ideas and partnerships that help 
older adults stay active, connected 
and supported in their communities. 

“We’re focused on unmet need 
and really looking at innovation… 
these are grants that we can use as 
incubators,” said Rod Auton, manager 
of Calhoun County Senior Services.

The work grew from a healthy aging 
framework developed in Alberta, Canada, 
that recognizes healthy aging is shaped 
by more than medical care. Social 
connections, education, economic stability 

and supportive living environments all 
influence quality of life as people age.

For Calhoun County Senior Services, 
that framework became a roadmap 
for identifying new opportunities.

The Stuckle partnership supported 
three initial pilot projects:

RURAL AGING SYMPOSIUM: Close 
to 70 community leaders and residents 
gathered at Homer High School to better 
understand the unique challenges facing 
older adults in rural communities. 

OUTDOOR PROGRAMMING: Guided 
activities developed with Albion College 
have drawn an average of 20 to 30 
participants while encouraging movement, 
social interaction and time in nature. 

MEN’S SHEDS: The international 
movement helps older men build 
friendships and a sense of purpose 
through shared projects and activities. 

Rather than viewing the pilots as 
individual programs, Auton sees them 
as opportunities to learn what works 
and build on successful ideas.

“We have the ability, using the healthy 
aging framework, to strategically look at 
what we could bring into the community 
that supports healthy aging, get it 
going through the Stuckle Fund and 
then work with partners to keep it in 
the community and build it,” he said. 

That approach continues through 
Tech Savvy Seniors.

Originally launched in Albion, the program 
pairs older adults with younger mentors 
who help them build confidence using 
smartphones, tablets, and computers. 

Beyond teaching technology skills, 
the program helps participants 
connect with family, schedule medical 
appointments and access services 
in an increasingly digital world.

With support from the Stuckle Fund, 
Calhoun County Senior Services is working 
with Albion College to explore expanding 
the model across Calhoun County.

A team of Albion College students 
meets regularly with Senior Services 
staff to research community needs and 

develop recommendations for a broader 
countywide program. The collaboration 
gives students hands-on experience while 
helping strengthen a program designed to 
improve older adults’ access to information, 
healthcare, and community resources.

The work reflects the partnership’s goal 
of creating space to test innovative 
ideas before identifying long-term 
partners and funding to sustain them.

“What we typically see is people 
in crisis,” Auton said. “What we’re 
trying to do ... is be proactive.”

That approach is also supporting Miles 
for Memories, a Battle Creek Community 
Foundation fiscally sponsored initiative 
that helps connect people newly 
diagnosed with dementia and their 
caregivers to information, resources 
and support earlier in their journey.

Together, the initiatives show how flexible 
funding can move promising ideas 
from pilot projects to lasting community 
programs, helping older adults remain 
active, connected and engaged.

Healthy 
Aging Takes 
More Than 
Healthcare
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Social connections, 
education, economic 

stability and supportive 
living environments 
all influence quality 
of life as people age.

HEALTHY AGING

Senior Services



2026 Friend of Philanthropy Award
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Comerica Bank 
& Comerica 
Charitable 
Foundation

Community Impact

The Battle Creek Community Foundation is honored 
to recognize Susan Baldwin and Debbie Nemesi 
as the recipients of the 2026 Community Impact 
Champion Award.

Established to celebrate individuals who exemplify a 
deep commitment to creating positive change in the 
greater Battle Creek area, the Community Impact 
Champion Award recognizes partners who help build 
philanthropy, strengthen community impact, and 
advance the work of the Foundation through their 
leadership, generosity, and advocacy.

Susan and Debbie have played an important role in 
helping philanthropy grow through the Community 
Foundation. Through their own charitable giving and 
their active engagement with donor-advised funds, 
they have demonstrated the power of strategic 
philanthropy to address community needs. They were 
among the earliest supporters of the Foundation’s 
impact investing efforts, embracing innovative 
approaches that leverage charitable assets to 
create both financial and community returns. Just as 
importantly, they have encouraged others to partner 
with the Foundation, serving as trusted advocates 
who share the value of charitable funds, community 
investment, and legacy giving. Their willingness to 
champion the Foundation’s work and connect others 

to opportunities for impact has helped strengthen 
both our philanthropic resources and our ability to 
serve the community.

One example of Susan and Debbie’s support came 
this past year when the Community Foundation 
received a Michigan Health Endowment Fund grant 
focused on food security assistance and infrastructure. 
Recognizing the opportunity to expand the grant’s 
impact, they stepped forward providing matching 
funds. Their generosity enabled the Foundation to 
significantly increase the reach of the grant, increasing 
resources available to local organizations working to 
ensure families have reliable access to nutritious food 
and strengthening the systems that support long-term 
food security throughout our community.

For their extraordinary generosity, steadfast 
commitment to philanthropy, visionary leadership, early 
support of innovative philanthropic strategies, and 
unwavering dedication to strengthening the greater 
Battle Creek community, the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation is proud to recognize Susan Baldwin 
and Debbie Nemesi as the recipients of the 2026 
Community Impact Champion Award.

Susan 
Baldwin & 
Deb Nemesi
2026 Community Impact Champion

Left to right: Tom (Thomas Olin, Jr.), Debbie Nemesi, 
Becky (Rebeccah Olin). Front row: Susan Baldwin

The Battle Creek Community Foundation is proud 
to recognize Comerica Bank and the Comerica 
Charitable Foundation as the recipient of the 2026 
Friend of Philanthropy Award.

This award honors professional advisors and 
philanthropic partners who go above and 
beyond in helping individuals, families, and 
organizations achieve their charitable goals 
while strengthening our community. Comerica 
exemplifies that commitment through both its 
financial support and its active engagement in 
advancing philanthropy throughout our region.

Over the years, Comerica Bank and the Comerica 
Charitable Foundation have demonstrated a deep 
dedication to improving financial literacy and 
expanding access to financial education. Through 
generous grant support and hands-on volunteerism, 
they have helped empower individuals and families 
with the knowledge and tools needed to build stronger 
financial futures.

Beyond their direct community investments, 
Comerica has been an exceptional partner to the 
Community Foundation and our donors. Their team 
has consistently supported charitable giving strategies 
and has played a vital role in facilitating stock gifts 
and other charitable transactions. In the past year 
especially, Comerica’s expertise, responsiveness, 
and willingness to navigate several complex gift 
transactions helped ensure that donors could 
successfully fulfill their philanthropic intentions.

For their leadership in philanthropy, dedication to 
community impact, and unwavering partnership 
with the Battle Creek Community Foundation, 
we are honored to recognize Comerica Bank 
and the Comerica Charitable Foundation 
as our 2026 Friend of Philanthropy.



14 BATTLE CREEK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION    15

Community Leadership

Building 
Stronger 
Nonprofits 
Together

The Battle Creek Community Foundation’s 2026 
Nonprofit Convening brought together dozens of 
nonprofit leaders, staff, board members and community 
partners for a morning focused on transparency, 
stewardship and organizational sustainability.

Building on the Nonprofit Convening launched in 
2025, this year’s gathering reflected the Foundation’s 
effort to provide nonprofit leaders with opportunities 
for learning, collaboration and access to expert 
resources while reinforcing shared accountability 
across the sector.

The convening reflects BCCF’s belief that strong 
nonprofit organizations strengthen the community. 
By connecting leaders and board members with 
expertise in governance, financial stewardship 
and accountability, the Foundation aims to help 
organizations remain trusted, sustainable and better 
equipped to serve their missions.

“Trust is the foundation of everything a nonprofit does,” 
keynote speaker Robin Ferriby said. “It affects your 
fundraising. It affects your programming. It affects your 
advocacy. It affects your reputation in the community.”

THE PROGRAM INCLUDED:

Behind the Curtain: How grant decisions are made 
and resources are stewarded at the Battle Creek 
Community Foundation (BCCF).

Keynote Address: Accountability, Transparency, 
and Fiduciary Responsibility in Nonprofit Leadership, 
presented by Michigan nonprofit attorney Robin 
Ferriby of Clark Hill. 

Networking and peer discussion: Time for 
attendees to reflect, connect and share resources.

Plenary Session: Sound Fiscal Health: Liquidity, 
Reserves, and Stewardship, presented by Bill 
DeSmet, Michelle DeSmet and Maegan DeSmet of 
MW Accounting.

For BCCF President and CEO Mary Muliett, the 
convening reflects the Foundation’s commitment to 
supporting nonprofit partners beyond grantmaking.

“I believe knowledge is power, and I think knowing 
where your resources are helps every organization 
rise,” Muliett said. “We are here to really lift the level 
of acumen for the community by bringing experts 
from across the state to Battle Creek to speak to 
our nonprofit leaders, board members and our 
stakeholders.”

The event also reflected BCCF’s ongoing commitment 
to transparency and its role as a funder, convener and 
collaborator.

“We’re here for and with the community,” Muliett said. 
“If this remains helpful for community, we’ll keep 
convening the event every year!”
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Through the Peter J. Christ Leaders Fellowship, 
Diop Harris, II spent the past year riding a Ride 
Calhoun bus route, visiting schools and health 
care providers and meeting with leaders across 
Battle Creek. The experiences gave Harris a 
firsthand look at the organizations and systems 
that shape the community and how they connect.

“It wasn’t necessarily a leadership training,” 
Harris said. “It was a leadership experience.”

A Battle Creek native and former member of BCCF’s 
Youth Advisory Council, Harris was selected as 
the 2025-26 Peter J. Christ Fellow because of his 
commitment to serving Battle Creek and his desire 
to deepen his understanding of the organizations 
and leaders working to strengthen the community.

Established by the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation, the yearlong fellowship honors former 
BCCF President and CEO Peter J. Christ by providing 
an emerging local leader with mentoring, professional 
development, relationship-building opportunities and 
hands-on exposure tailored to the fellow’s goals.

Through the fellowship, Harris participated 
in Leadership Battle Creek, a program of the 
Battle Creek Area Chamber of Commerce, 
along with other professional development 
opportunities tailored to his goals.

Harris visited Bronson Battle Creek, Grace Health, 
Ride Calhoun, local schools, city government and 
other community organizations, gaining a behind-the-

scenes look at how they contribute to the community 
and work together to address shared challenges. 

“You get this super spy lens, where all of a sudden 
you can just see the things behind the scenes 
and see how things are put together and who 
are the movers and shakers,” Harris said.

Although Harris has lived in Battle Creek most of 
his life, he said the fellowship introduced him to 
parts of the community he had never experienced 
firsthand. “Every single person I met gave me 
another lens to look through,” Harris said.

Harris said the fellowship reinforced the importance 
of collaboration, giving him a greater appreciation 
for the roles nonprofits, businesses, schools, 
health care providers and local government 
play, as well as the relationships that allow 
them to work toward common goals.

That broader perspective reflects the purpose 
of the Peter J. Christ Leaders Fellowship. By 
helping emerging leaders better understand 
their community, build relationships and learn 
from people working across different sectors, the 
fellowship strengthens their ability to contribute 
wherever their leadership takes them.

“I can read all the books and I can talk to all 
the people,” Harris said. “But until I experience 
something, I don’t fully understand it.”

Leadership 
into 
Practice

Peter J. Christ Leaders 
Fellowship for Battle Creek puts

Diop Harris, II, 2025-26 Peter J. Christ Fellow
Battle Creek Community Foundation 2026 Nonprofit Convening

Missed the convening?  
Check it out on our youtube channel.
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Financial Stewardship

Please note audited financial reports include accounting transactions that are not represented in scholarships or grants figures in this report. 
*Annual Spending (Grant Distributions) from endowed funds are based on 4-5% of the average fund balance over 16-quarters. 

Donor Advised Funds are quasi-endowments which fall outside of the annual spending policy.

External SupportEndowed Fund  
Composition

$122,908,678 $36,292,600

ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
32%

ENDOWED FUND TOTAL
TOTAL REVENUES,  

DIVIDENDS, CONTRIBUTIONS, 
AND OTHER SUPPORT

FIELD OF INTEREST 
ENDOWMENTS  
21% UNRESTRICTED 

ENDOWMENTS  
8%

ORGANIZATIONAL 
ENDOWMENTS  
13%

DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS  
10%

DONOR 
DESIGNATED 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
ENDOWMENTS 
16%

INVESTMENT 
& EARNINGS 
INCOME 
46%

GIFTS & 
GRANTS 
SUPPORT 
47%

SERVICE FEE 
INCOME 
4%

PROJECT REVENUES & 
PROPERTY RENTAL INCOME 
3%

TOTAL ENDOWED AND  
NON-ENDOWED ASSETS 

$154,321,700

OPERATING EXPENSES 

$2,639,600



Grants by  
Award Type
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Financial Stewardship

GRANT TOTAL: $556,374

Alano Club of Battle Creek
Pathway to Progress Project: 
Workforce and Financial 
Readiness Program

$8,500

Art and Culture Collective of Battle Creek
Pathway to Progress Project: 
Workforce and Financial 
Readiness Program

$12,200

Que Calor Quarterly Art Show $10,000

Bangtown Studio On The Go
Studio On The Go $12,000

Battle Creek Public Schools
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCU) Tour/Visitation

$8,000

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Southwest Michigan
Big Brothers Big Sisters Power 
Up Mentoring Program

$10,000

Binder Park Zoo
Binder Park Zoo Conservation 
Education Programs

$11,000

Boy Scouts of America Michigan 
Crossroads Council - Kalamazoo 
County Service Center
Growing Scouting in Battle Creek $3,000

Brass Band of Battle Creek
2025 Arts Education Programming $18,000

Burma Center (Burmese American Initiative)
THRIVE Rising Leaders $10,000

Catching the Dream Learning Center
Empowering Families: 
Connection, Coaching & 
Mental Well-Being Support

$11,250

Centrica Care Navigators formerly 
Hospice Care of Southwest Michigan
Expanded Volunteer Outreach 
in Greater Battle Creek

$10,000

CityLinC Ministries
Second Wind Mentoring - 
Substance Use Recovery and 
Reintegration Program

$1,000

Communities In Schools of Michigan, Inc.
Calhoun County Basic 
Needs Initiative

$10,000

David’s Hope
Men In Recovery - Trauma 
Informed Care

$7,500

Disability Network Southwest Michigan
Financial Stability for 
Independent Living (FSIL)

$11,250

Home Accessibility – 
Ramp Up Program

$14,000

Listening 
& Leading 
Together
Most of the Battle 
Creek Community 
Foundation’s 

discretionary grantmaking occurs through 
competitive grant programs that support nonprofit 
organizations serving our community. Occasionally, 
however, community priorities emerge that call for a 
different approach. 

Community Voices Identify Priorities 
Residents, nonprofit partners, public agencies, 
research, and community conversations help identify 
significant community conditions and opportunities. 
When community voices, trusted partners, research, 
and collaboration identify an opportunity to address 
significant community conditions, the Foundation may 
make a Community Leadership Investment (also 
known as a proactive grant). These investments are 
reserved for exceptional opportunities that strengthen 
community systems, honor donor intent, and create 
lasting impact through collaboration. 

BCCF made two Community Leadership Investments 
in initiatives over the last year. One initiative was the 
First Home, First Teacher project, which addresses 
the interconnected challenges of affordable 
housing and early childhood workforce needs in the 
community. The other was partnering collectively 
with funders to launch the Calhoun County Rx Kids 
program, which supports families during the critical 
earliest months of a child’s life. 

These investments reflect our belief that lasting 
community change begins by listening, grows 
through partnership, and succeeds through 
thoughtful stewardship of charitable resources.

Responding  
to Community. 
Investing in 
Change.

Dream of Kalamazoo Foundation
Battle Creek Community Adopt 
& Foster Hair Program

$15,050

EastEnd Studio and Gallery
Visual Art Classes at the 
Student Resilience and 
Empowerment Center (REC)

$7,500

Battle Creek Latin-American 
Heritage Initiative Fund
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Celebration 2025

$10,000

Celebrating Street Culture 
Community Project Fund
Color the Creek 2025 $15,000

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries 
Neighborhood Food Pantry
Fresh Food for Everyone $6,000

Family Enrichment Center
Community Connections: 
Building Curiosity and Creativity 
Through Early Learning

$7,500

Kinship Connection $10,000

Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan
Girl Scouting in the Greater 
Battle Creek Area

$1,500

Heart For Home
Enhancing Foster Care through 
Comprehensive Yearly Trainings

$3,000

Junior Achievement of Southwest Michigan
JA Financial Literacy Education 
in Battle Creek Schools

$3,000

Leila Arboretum Society
Leila Arboretum Seasonal 
Mentorship and Career 
Readiness Program

$16,598

MCCT Inc. d/b/a Franke Center for the Arts
Expert Artist Workshops in 
Battle Creek Public Schools

$7,500

Milk Like Mine Community Birthing 
& Breastfeeding Services
Removal of Health Barriers 
for Marginalized Families 
in Battle Creek

$15,000

Neighborhoods Inc. of Battle Creek
Pathways to Housing Stability: 
Homebuyer and Tenant Education

$19,000

New Day Foundation for Families
Cancer Support Services for 
the Battle Creek Community

$8,493

Pine Lake Fund
High School Work 
Readiness Program

$13,908

R.I.S.E. Corp
R.I.S.E. Youth Peer Mentorship & 
Workforce Development Initiative

$15,000

Harvest 2 Hands, Inc. 
Community Project Fund
Nourishing Health: Fresh 
Produce for Low-Income 
Patients with Diabetes

$5,000

Samaritas
Post Resettlement Services 
supporting 30 refugees 
residing in Battle Creek

$10,000

Senior Services, Inc. dba 
Milestone Senior Services
Calhoun County Home 
Delivered Meals

$15,000

SHARE Center
Community Meals $20,000

Sherman Lake YMCA Outdoor Center
Character Education 
Partnership Program

$18,750

South Michigan Food Bank
Fueling Well-Being: Fresh Food 
Access Through Mobile Markets

$15,000

Southwestern Michigan Urban League
Rebuilding hope, Restoring 
Opportunities

$12,000

The Arc of Calhoun County
Calhoun County Self-Advocates 
Connect and Educate for 
Livable, Inclusive Community

$12,626

UnSilenced Battle Creek Anti-
Human Trafficking Coalition
Launching Hope Through Street 
Outreach and Survivor Support in 
Calhoun County

$10,000

Voces
Strengthening Battle Creek: 
Empowering Community through 
Education and Leadership

$50,000

Washington Heights United Methodist 
Church and Community
Community Carnival and Car Show $10,000

What A Do Theatre
What A Do Youth Programming $15,000

Women’s Network Inc. / Woman’s Co-op
Work Experience Program $11,250

Youth Dreams Foundation
“Beyond the Court” Youth 
Intervention & Mentorship Program

$9,999

BCCF Competitive Grant Awards

Rx Kids Launch

BCCF Competitive Grant Awards 
(inclusive of DAF support) $556,374

BCCF Internal Program Support $228,894

Calhoun County Senior Services - 
Stuckle Grant Program Partnership $25,000

Community Leadership 
Initiative - Proactive Grants $25,000

Community Project Fund 
Directed Grants $1,102,717

Donor & Field of Interest 
Advised Grants $1,470,168

Donor Directed Grants by Fund $136,389

Educational and Geographic 
Affiliate Foundation Grants $197,681

Glenn Cross Arts Infrastructure 
Fund - Participatory 
Grantmaking Grants

$69,661

Kool Family Community Center 
Program and Facility Support $66,846

Michigan Health Endowment 
Rapid Response Mini-Grants $74,100

Organizational Endowment 
Distribution $2,660,872

Organizational Endowment 
to Support Fund Grants $3,916,562

Sponsorships and Mini-Grants $87,945

Youth Alliance Committee Support $15,736

GRAND TOTAL $10,633,946
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Each year, community volunteers 
help shape the distribution of 
scholarship and grant dollars 
that support local students, 
nonprofits, and community 
initiatives. Every scholarship 
awarded and every competitive 
grant approved represents more 
than a financial investment. It 
represents a community coming 
together to create opportunity.

At the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation, funding decisions are 
informed by dedicated volunteers 
who review applications using 
established criteria that honor 
donor intent while supporting 
community priorities. Multiple 
independent reviews help 
ensure that applications receive 
thoughtful consideration and that 
funding decisions reflect fairness, 
stewardship, and community impact.

This work reflects the values 
that guide our Foundation every 
day: integrity, stewardship, 
equity, together, and listening 
and learning. When community 
members help shape these 
decisions, the result is more than 
an award, it is a shared investment 
in the future of Battle Creek.

Interested in helping shape 
opportunities for local 
students and organizations? 
We invite you to learn more about 
serving as a volunteer reviewer by 
contacting the grant or scholarship 
teams at one of the options below. 
 grantinfo@bccfoundation.org 
 scholarships@bccfoundation.org 
  269-962-2181

Behind the 
Decisions:  
How Community 
Voices Shape 
Opportunity“On behalf of the District and its children, thank 

you. The students you have chosen are outstanding 
candidates who will undoubtedly grow and contribute 
to our society through what they learn and achieve 
with the help of these resources. Please share with 
your team that the support you provide often means 
the difference between “can” and “can’t” for some 
students. Your generosity truly makes a difference.”  
– Respectfully, Kipp Beaudoin, Retired Superintendent,  

Athens Area Schools

BCCF and Affiliate 
Scholarships Awarded

$1,439,706
Legacy Scholarships Paid

$1,670,423
Bearcat Advantage 
Scholarships Paid

$1,595,875
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TOTAL NUMBER 
OF AWARDS

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF RECIPIENTS

551

309
Adults 

111

High  
School 
Seniors 

179

TYPE OF 
RECIPIENT

Other: 19 
(includes outside scholarships 
that did not provide this data)

Yes 
124

No 
125

FIRST 
GENERATION

N/A: 60 
(includes outside scholarships 
that did not provide this data)

134 
Students who received more 

than one award 

Scholarships 
Awarded

Financial Stewardship



• Avery and La June Tabron Charitable Fund

• Battle Creek Rotary Nexthermal Fund

• Better Days Promise Fund

• Calhoun County Rx Kids 
Fundraising Campaign Fund

• Carolyn and Peter Christ Family Fund

• CASA of Calhoun County Project Fund

• Catching the Dream Learning 
Center Endowment Fund

• Downtown Battle Creek Zine 
Community Project Fund

• Economic Mobility Fund for Battle Creek

• Eric Fogel Memorial Fund

• Fallen Officers Memorial Fund

• Historic Preservation and Monument Fund

• John & Jill Christ Family Fund

• Lee Smittendorf Scholarship Fund

• LifeCare Ambulance Hope and Health Fund

• Louis E. Maddalena Battle 
Creek Area Scholarship 

• Ruth Ann and David Keefer Gratitude Fund

• The Hoffman Family Fund

• The Literacy Project Fund

• The Patricia Fox Harberts and 
Robert A. Harberts Educational 
Fund for Lowell Area Schools 

• Thomas L. and Irma J. Dunton 
Scholarship Fund

• Wilmanski Family Fund

New Funds
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22 new 
funds were 
established 
from April 1, 

2025-March 31, 
2026.

THANK 	   
    YOU!

You’ve made an impact.
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Tony Manarin

Lou Ann Sherman-Mawby

Tom & Dorothy* McClendon

Gail D. McClure

Robert D. and Shirley 
M. McFee

Jim McHale

George and Kathleen 
Mechem

Vernon Mesler and 
Nan Jackson

Deedee Booher Michaux

Vidette Bullock Mixon

Kevin and Kathleen* 
M. Moore

James Moreno and 
Cynthia M. Fritz

Mary Muliett

Katherine A. Neeley

Doug and Judy Nettleton

Elizabeth Neumeyer

Leota N. Nihart

Neil and Rebecca Nyberg

Kathryn Olmstead

Peter S. and Susan 
E. Ordway

Marilyn E. Parks

Vince and Caroline Pavone

Jim and Olive Pessetti

Jerry C. and Janet 
M. Petersen

Karen J. Petersen

Robert T.* and Sandra 
L. Petersen

Roger and Kim Pitzer

Jack* and Denise Pooler

Barbara J. Porter

Philip and Maria Ptacin

Phillip A. Randall, DVM

Tad and Bonnie Randolph

Marv and Jane Ratner

Leo and Olivia 
Caroline* Rayl

Brent and Jeanne Reid

Dr. Michele M. Reid

Michael John Reynolds

Jim Richmond

Norm Riester and 
Sue* DeBow

Ed and Pat* Ritzler

Kathy and Larry Rizor

Jim* and Roberta Rocho

Benjamin and Amy 
Roosevelt

Ted and Cindy Ruble

Lori Rupe

Katherine L. Sawchuk

Gary and Faye Schluckbier

David and Nancy 
Schweitzer

Mike, Kate, and Elise Segal

Divya Sharma Chawla, 
Gorav Sharma, 
Rajan Sharma

Jo Ann Shumway

Zon R. Shumway

Joyce A. Sickle

Bill Simonds

Dr. Tino and Nicole Smith

Ronald S. and Linda 
V. Sootsman

Erick J. Stewart

Joseph and Clara Stewart

Craig R. Stilwell

Mark and Susan Stuart

Avery and La June Tabron

Maxi and Don Thomason

Stephen Titus

George and Kerstin 
Trowbridge

Rick and Linda Tsoumas

Pete and Sharon 
VanVranken

Linda A. Morrison* and 
Michael Wales

Charles and Sherry Walker

C. Glen Walter and 
Edite B. Walter, MD

Linda Wendt

Cathy A. White-Winer

Carol Wigent

Jeffrey Minor and 
Donald Williamson

Judith Cole Williamson

Patricia L. Bord Williams

Robert and Diana Williams

Charles and Nuala 
Wilmanski

Rob Wilson and 
Anu Vansadia

Virginia Winship*

Bill and Francie Winslow

Tony Woodruff and Peggy 
Simmons Woodruff

David and Diane Wujciak

Faith Nendorf Wyka

Mark Zanotti

Dr. Roman Zaplitny* and 
Dr. Sophie Zaplitny

Athens Area Community 
Foundation Heritage 
Members

Anonymous

Lynwood* and Adele 
Alverson

JR, Kacie, and 
Aubrey Brunner

Philip and Sharon* 
Carpenter

Dale* R. and Karen 
L. Dittmer

Tom and Lori Doubleday

Raymond* and 
Debora Pontoni

Eladio R. (Chico) and 
Judy* M. Ramirez

Lucky and Tammi Smith

LJ Smittendorf

Mark and Susan Stuart

Homer Area Community
Foundation Heritage
Members

Bruce and Roxanne Barton

Richard and Janet Folk

Andrew & Catherine 
Lucyshyn, DVM and 
William & Amy Lucyshyn

Chris and JoAnne Miller

Patrick and Deborah Miller

Carol Petredean

Mr. and Mrs. Ricky and 
Karen Rockwell

David and Donna* Swope

Stan and Judy Swope 

Heritage Society
Business Membersbers

Anonymous

Atlas Sales, Inc.

Bandeen Orthodontics

Barton Farm Co.^

BlueOx Credit Union

Denso Manufacturing 
Michigan, Inc.

Denso Manufacturing 
North Carolina, Inc.

EG Workforce Solutions

Farley Estes Dowdle 
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Care

Folk Oil Co. Inc.^

Heritage Chevrolet, Inc.

Honor Credit Union

Kellogg Company

Kellogg Company 25 
Year Employees Fund

Kellogg Company Fund

Lakeview Ford - Lincoln, Inc.

Lucky Rooster

Motor Shop Electrical 
Construction Co.

OMNI Community 
Credit Union

Post Consumer Brands

PS Food Mart^

Schweitzer, Inc.

Sunshine Toyota

Sidney* Adams, Jr. and  
Janine Adams

Larry* and Susan Anderson

Art* and Judy Angood

Anonymous

John Avery

Lisa Avery

Carol J. Badgley

Kathleen Baker

James Baldwin

Susan Baldwin

John and Bridget Banks

Rick and Debra Baron

Michael and Kristin Bauman

John F. and Linda 
K. Behnke

Tom and Shirley Beuchler

Tiffany Blackman

Mike Boles

Dr. Daniel Bonfiglio and 
Dr. Diana Bonfiglio

Cassandra L. Book

Melanie LaPeer-Brann 
and the late Detective 
LaVern* Brann

Jim and Pat Brasseur

Bob and Patt* Brown

David Brown

Dr. and Mrs. Henry J. Brown

Michael and Kimberly 
Brubaker

Jim and Patty Burnham

Robert G. Byelich

Kevin and Stacey Calder

Dwight M. and Susan 
M. Carattini

Christine Skyllingstad 
Carroll

Drs. Seetharam 
Chadalavada and 
Usha Nagaraj

Annette Chapman

Chihsing “Charlie” Chen, 
MD and Katharina 
“Kathy”* Chen

Margaret A. Chen

Lisa C. Christ

Peter and Carolyn* Christ

Anita M. Clark

Leon and Dr. Celeste 
A. Clark

Sharon and Fred* Crandal

Charles C. Crider and 
Mary C. Peacock

Dr. Sara Snyder 
Crumpacker* and J. 
Peter Crumpacker

Durga and Dr. Giri R. 
Dandamudi, MD

Deland and Sharon Davis

Jim and Rita Davis

Delia Muriel DeMaso

Robert and Eleanor DeVries

Verne* and Bonnie 
DeYoung Family

Vicki Dickinson

Gary Dodd

Ginny M. Dodd, DVM

Mary Jane Doerr

Samuel and Teresa Durham

George and Lisa Duval*

Dave and Sue Eddy

Thomas E. Elliott, MD

Dan and Mary Eriksson

Mary Oglesby Fenske

Karolynn K. Ferguson* 
and Courtney R. 
Ferguson-James

Richard Fitzpatrick

Mr.* and Mrs. Roger Fosdick

Karen and Brian Frederick

Ed and Toni Fugate

C. Kent Gawart

Greg and Joanne Geise

Dr.* and Mrs. Paul Gieser

Fred* and Sarah Gillette

Marlene Glotfelty

Jack* and Donna Gray

Samuel A. Gray and 
Lynn Ward Gray

Griffin, Dale,* Kathleen, 
Bryan and James

Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Halbert

Bob* and Norma Hamilton

John V. Harper

James R.C. Hazel, Jr.* 
and Donna Jean Hazel

Brian and Kellie Hoffman

Steven and Jo-Ellyn Holt

Donna (Dee Dee) Hookway* 

Stan and Anna Horn

Kevin Howard

Brenda L. Hunt

Dave and Anne* Hunt

Nancy and Earl* Hyde

Stephen and Sue 
Ann Jessup

Mahesh and Roshan 
Karamchandani 

Jim Keeler

Kyle Ann Keller

Renee L. Kennedy

Dave and Liz Kinnisten

Preston* and Marge Kool

Tim and Lyn Kool

Dr.* and Mrs. Fred 
Kopelman

Dan and Cathy Kunitzer

Sarah and Corey LaGro

Kerry S. Lake and 
Paul Arkinstall

Laurie LeClear

Dr. and Mrs. Young H. Lee

Ken* and Carol Lesiow

Roger and Sue Lewis

Rose Marie Lovio and 
Douglas Roy Harper

David and Catherine 
Christ Lucas

Janis Ludwig

Louis Maddalena

Clark T. Maddox

Mary E. Maley

Pete Manarin
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Community Impact

HERITAGE 
SOCIETY
MEMBERS

^ signifies Homer Heritage 
Society Business Members

* signifies deceased



Community Impact

ANNUAL 
DONORS
April 1, 2025 – March 31, 2026

Kyle and Juliann Caldwell

Lorenzo Caldwell, Sr.

Calhoun County 
Trailway Alliance

John Calvert

Clement and Denise Camp

Laura Campbell

Margaret Canfield

Dwight M. and Susan 
M. Carattini

Phil Carpenter

Carroll and Nellie Cronk

Jerry and Donna Carter

Jesus Castellanos and 
Irma Camacho

Bob and Char Castorr

Kim Chase

Chihsing Chen, MD

Cliff and Cindy Cheyne

Jay and Heather Chick

John and Jill Christ

Peter J. Christ

David Church

Clark Hill, PLC

Anita M. Clark

Dr. Celeste A. Clark

Mrs. E. Verlene Clark

Annie Clements

Thomas and Diane Cole

Estate of Lavaughn Cole

Leanne Cole

Michael Colley

George and Laura Collins

Jonelle Collins

Norm and Melanie Collins

Gilbert and Lila Collver

Lucky Rooster Kitchen 
and Cocktails

Douglas Comai

Comerica Charitable 
Foundation

Sandy and Kurt Conrath

Consumers Credit Union

Laurie Cook

Marilyn Strobel and 
Dan Homer

Stephanie R Cortes

Council of Michigan 
Foundations

Judith Courtright

Renee Cribbins

Gary Crist and Betsy 
Carroll-Crist

CSM Group

Amy Cupp

David and Terri Curry

Mr. and Mrs. Todd D. Cutter

Dr. Seshagiri R. Dandamudi

Joe and Nicole Danna 

Dave and Jan Layman 
Charitable Foundation

Dillon Davis and Jennifer 
Bowman-Davis

Pam and Randy Davis

Duane and Carol Davis

Jeanne and Scott Davis

Laura A. Davis

Paul and Christine Davis

Michael and Suzanne 
DeBoer

The Decker Family

Karl and Jennifer Dehn

Darleen DeMason

Denso Manufacturing 
Michigan, Inc.

Jessie and Emerald 
Diamante Family

Joan and David Dillman

Kathy Dilsaver

Adam and Deb Dingwall

Peggy and Gary Dittmer

Gary Dodd

Libbi Dodd

John and Tara Dolbee

David Dolezal

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey 
T. Domenico

Doty Wildflower Association

Carl Doubleday

Tom Doubleday

Kevin and Amy Doyle

Craig Draheim

Irma Dunton 

Samuel and Teresa Durham

Dennis and Susan Duval

Mr. Todd Dykehouse and 
Ms. Catherine Schultz

Tom R. Dykstra

Jim Keeler

Barbara Edgeworth

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Edmonds

Marilyn and John Edwards

Ron and Pat Eisenlohr

Bill and Sheila Eisenlord

Geraldine Ellerthorpe

Emergent Health Partners

Janis Emery

Dan and Mary Eriksson

Etheridge Family

Darla and Charles Evans

Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
S. Everling

Michelle Failing

Thomas and Kathy 
Farchone

Farley Estes Dowdle 
Funeral Home and 
Cremation Care

Stephen Fedele

Mary Oglesby Fenske

Jane Ferguson

Rose Ferguson

50 Capital Ave. Development 
Corporation

Kathy and Steve Abisso

Jan Adams

K. B. Aldrige-Eason 
and Gregory Eason

Elizabeth Alford

Bill Allen and Lisa Hull

Adele Alverson

American Association 
of University Women 
of Battle Creek

Sarah and Dave Anderla

Susan Anderson

Judy Angood

Mary Arbogast

Doyle Arnett and Jan 
Corey Arnett

Robin Arnold

Charles Asher

Athens Area Schools  
   Alumni Association

Athens Fire Department

Athens Youth Council

Mike and Deb Austin

Joel and Maria Auton

Dr. James Averill and 
Dianne Bishop

Carol J. Badgley

David and Susan Bailey

Baird Foundation, Inc.

Christopher Baldwin

Susan Baldwin

John and Bridget Banks

Rick and Debra Baron

William Baron

Carol Barr

Cheryl Bartholic

Barton Farm Co.

Bruce and Roxanne Barton

Leslie Barton

Katie and Phil Bates

Battle Creek Alumnae 
Chapter-Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc.

Battle Creek Country Club

Battle Creek Japan Club

Mr. Eric Langdon

Battle Creek Police 
Department Police 
Officer’s Association

Battle Creek Public Schools

Battle Creek Tile 
and Mosaic Co.

Clela Bauer

Joan and Amy Bauman

Bill and Lisa Bauman

John and Cindy Bauman

William and Lisa Bauman

Jimmy and Barbara 
Baumgarner

Sidney and John Baxter

Battle Creek Central High 
School Hall of Fame

Marlene Beard

Stanley Beckwith*

Charles and Beverly Beebe

Wayne and Catherine 
Beerbower

John and Linda Behnke

Chanelle Bercaw

Chad and Heather Bertelson

Pam Bertelson

Gwyn Besner

Tom and Bev Betz

Biggby Coffee

Craig Bishop

Sarah Black

Derek Blalock

BlueOx Credit Union

Albert and Ann Bobrofsky

Anne and Jeff Bohl

Peggy Bohl

Bonnie Bole

Riley Boles

Carl and Meghan Bonfiglio

Dr. Daniel and Dr. 
Diana Bonfiglio

Janet Booth and 
Michael Heldt

Jim Booth

Mr. and Mrs. Daryl R. Booy

Kelly Boris

Annette Bornor

Roger and Dorothy Bosse

Margie and Brian Bowman

Ronald and Rae 
Jean Bowman

Merle Boyer

Alicia Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Bradley

Brass Band of Battle Creek

Jim and Pat Brasseur

The Brehm’s

John and Linda Briggs

Walter and Nellie Briggs

Brindley Family Fund

Dan Brodie

Bronson Battle Creek

Nancy L. Brookins

Diane Brown

R.T. Brown

JR and Kacie Brunner

Tim and Beth Brutsche

The Buck Family

Diane Buckley

Sheila Burkhardt

Loren and Sheryl 
Burlingame

Jim and Patty Burnham

Gregory Burnick

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Burris

Al and Judy Byam

Robert G. Byelich

Maniphone Calderon
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Thomas and Janice 
Kennedy

The Kerschbaum Family

Dale and Theresa Keyes

Dustin and Lisa King

Stefanie Kinney

Vickie Kinney

Dave and Liz Kinnisten

John M. Klein

Ronald Knapp and Family

Loren Koeman

John and Cynthia Koerner

Tom Kolassa

Marge Kool

Tim and Lyn Kool

Sandra J. Kopelman

Donna and Jay Kopplin

Marilyn Kritzman

Wayne Kukuk and 
Christine Kosmowski

Chad and Tina Kyger

Kathleen G. Lake

Julie A. Lane

Linda and David Larson

Michael Larson

Cathy LaValley

Ben Laya

Lynn and Don, Flo 
and Eddie Laya

Marsha Laya, Lee* 
Smittendorf, LJ 
Smittendorf

Joanne Leche

David and Cindy Ledbetter

Michael Leifeld

Mark Lelle and Dianne 
Guenin-Lelle

Rieger and Suze Lesiow

Sue Lewis

Ryan Lewis

Suzanne Liddell

Richard and Marcia 
Lievense

Gigi Lincoln

Jack and Barb Linnane

Pat and Tom Lipps

Lisa Loker

Ed Ritzler and Rollie 
Longman

Teresa Lorraine

Louis and Elizabeth 
Fischetti

Janis Ludwig

John and Nancy Macfarlane

Louis Maddalena

Al and Crystal Maddix

Diane Maire

Les and Jane Mallery

Pete Manarin

Linda Manick

Michael C. Manick

Padjama Manne

Robert and Martha Marra

Keith and Michelle Martens

Jacob Martin

Donna M. Martin

Scott Marvin

Ronald and Charline May

Josh and Tracy McCullough

Catherine S. 
McGarvey-James

Daniel and Kathleen 
McGlynn

Scott McMeeking 

Kristy McNally and 
Arthur Welsh

Jeff and Liane McNeil 

Tina McNeil

The McPhail Family

Tom and Arlene McPhail

Finley D. McRae, III

Friends at MDHHS-BCAEO

George and Kathleen 
Mechem

Jack Melangton

Deborah Melges

Dave Mello

Susan Merlano

Michigan Department of 
Labor and Economic 
Opportunity

Michigan Health 
Endowment Fund

Michigan Wood and 
Iron Works, LLC

Midwest Dermatology 
Institute

Mike Barton Co.

Joe Miller

Benjamin Miller

Carol Miller

Christine Miller

Christopher and JoAnne 
Miller and Family

Chris and JoAnne Miller

David and Pam Miller

LeRoy J. Miller

Mitch and Debbra Miller

Pat and Deb Miller

Philip and Luanna Miller

Robb Miller

Employment Group

Tom and Sally Miller

Vicki L. Vandenberg

Martin and Linda Minier

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Minier

Maurice Mixon

Vidette Bullock Mixon

Greg Monberg

Judy Montych

Pati Scobey and Tim Moore

Robert Moore

Betty Moorehead

James Moreno and 
Cynthia Fritz

Uncle Glen and Aunt Sissy

John Morris

Motor Shop Electrical 
Construction Co.

Michael Murphy

Rick and Lynn Murphy

Denise Myers

NAACP - Battle 
Creek Branch

NALC Branch 262

James and Isabell Nazar

Eric and Regena Nelson

Richard V. Nendorf

Tim Nendorf

United Way of Metropolitan 
Dallas, Inc.

Judith Nestor

Rev. Doug and 
Judy Nettleton

Terry Newton

Nexthermal

Adam and Teri Noaeill

Phil and Debbie Noakes

Barbara Nobles

Nonprofit Network

North Country Trail 
Association

Northwestern Mutual

Nottawaseppi Huron Band 
of the Potawatomi

Oakland Industrial 
Properties

Kathryn J. Olmstead

Omni Community 
Credit Union

One Nation Tap and Table

Kristy Orns

Daniel Osterhart

Mike Oursler

Heather Overbeek

John and Maria Fischer

Fisher, Spiegel, Kunkle, 
and Gerber, PLLC

Patrick and Emily Flannery

Miriam Fleming

Kyle Fletcher

Jim and Patti Florian

Chris and Anne Flynn

Teri Fogel

Richard and Janet Folk

Ford BlueOval Battery 
Park Michigan

David and Joy Foster

Rhys and Alice Foulkes

Richard and Janette Frantz

Robert and Mary Fuehr

Ed and Toni Fugate

Michelle and Troy Fuller

The Randy Fuller Family

Judith Fulton

Scott Ganton

Gary and Kathy Garland

The Geartz Family

Gibson Insurance

Deb and Bob Gilman

Linda Gilman

Ethel Glass

Melody and Bill Glick

John and Jean Godfrey

Allison Golembeske

Bonnie and Bill Goodrich

Michael Goorhouse

Karen S. Grant

Donna B. Gray

Samuel Gray and 
Lynn Ward Gray

Cindy Green

Cooper and Michelle Green

Daniel Green

Eric and Julie Greene

Bryan and Kristin Griffin

James and Britt Griffin

Jim and Nancy Griffin

Stephanie Grathwol

Jim Grubka

Jon and Kathy  
Grundemann

Barbara Guardione and 
Vincent Guardione

City of Battle Creek

Mary Guthrie

Diane Gutsue

Kelly Gutsue

Joseph and Shirley Guy

Guys Who Give - Calhoun 
County Chapter

Ed and Helen Guzzo

Jim Haadsma

Jeff and Michelle Haarer

Joe and Doreen 
DeLisle, Grace and 
Alex Hajdu Families

Christy and Mark Halbert

Joanna Hall

Toby and Meredith Hall

Judith and Randall Halseth

Hamilton Law, PLC

Donald and Carolyn 
Hammond

Valorie Haneckow

The Hanson Family 

Robert* and Patricia 
Harberts

Ann and John Harnisch

Harvest of Generosity Fund

James* and Donna 
Jean Hazel, Jr.

Peggy and Bill Hecht

Carolyn Heilman

Maribeth Helgesen

James and Nancy Hemsath 

Tom and Laurel Henkel

Heritage Chevrolet, Inc.

Heritage Chevrolet, Inc. 
and the West Michigan 
Chevy Dealers

Highland Consulting 
Associates, Inc.

Robin Hinman

Hispanic Employment 
Program

The Hodor Family

Brian and Kellie Hoffman

James* E. and Joan 
L. Hoffman

Roy and Beth Hoffman

Steven and Jo Ellyn Holt

Honor Credit Union

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
B. Hookway*

Dave and Beth Hoppe

Stan Horn

Marilyn Hosking

Andrew and Susan Howard

Ann E. Howard

Laura and Bill Howard

Kevin Howard

Lori Howard

Michael and Martha Howard

Winship Howard

The Howley Family

Mrs. Cathy Hughes

Dale and Deb Hughes

Elaine Hulitt

Brenda L. Hunt

David Hunt

Hunter-Prell Company

Jeffrey Hurst

Timothy and Sloane Hutson

Nancy R. Hyde

Stephanie Hyos

Dave and Linda Hyslop

Elizabeth and Simon Insley

Insurance Network 
Agency, Inc.

Craig and Val Ismirle

David and Deborah Ismirle

Ryan Ismirle

Susan Jackson

Terry and Mary 
Ellen Jackson

Carol Jaconette

Ronald P. Jagner

Bryan James

Jacque Jennings-Carter

Stephen and Sue 
Ann Jessup

Greenleaf Trust

Dennis Johnson

Jerry and Sally Johnson

Binder Bunnies Golf League

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Jones

Percy Jones

Michael Joosten

Ronald Jozwiak

K Drive Greenhouse 
Company

Frank Kalasky

Arthur and Elizabeth Kale

Chris and Joni Kallgren

Ruth and David Keefer

Ms. Karen Keese

Kellanova / Mars, 
Incorporated

Kellogg Community College

Kellogg Community 
Credit Union

Kellogg Company Fund

Kelly and Scott Kennedy
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Community Impact
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Kathleen Strang

Steven and Rhonda Stratton

Daniel and Barbara Streed

Alice Struck

Mark and Susan Stuart

Karen Stults

Steve and Sally Styers

Robert and Laurie Swanson

La June Montgomery 
Tabron

Talia Champlin, Realtor

Tanya Leach and 
Brian Ramnath

Trent Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. William Tefft

The Kendall Group

The Ware Family

Steve and Nancy Thelen

The Thiel Family

Matthew and Kathryn 
Thomas

Thrivent Charitable 
Impact and Investing

TIAA

William and Carolyn Tickner

Lawrence and Debra Todak

Josita D. Todd

Dolores V. Troesch

Charles Truex

Elizabeth and Richard 
Trumbull

Rick and Linda Tsoumas

Shirley A. Tuggle

Kimberly Turbin

Rhonda Turner

Martina Uffelman

Virg Uitvlugt

Gary Uldriks and 
Donna Shuman

Gail and Robert Ulrich

United Way of South 
Central Michigan

Paul Valle

Tess Van Gorder

Michael and Barbara 
Van Houten

Rudy and Barbara VanBaal

Kathryn VanDeusen

Alexa VanHattum

Mary VanHattum

Dirk and Gerda Vanstralen

Vargas Family Giving Fund

Dale and Rebecca Vettel

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Robert Wade

Rachel Wagner-Kaiser

Charles and Sherry Walker

Liz Walker

Roderick and Marilyn Walsh

C. Glen Walter and 
Edite B. Walter, MD

Tracy Wright and 
Maria Ward

Orien and Barbara Weeks

Alma Weimer

James Weimer

Steve and Karen Wells

Linda Wendt

Douglas Wenger Family 
Charitable Fund

Amy Wentworth

Charles W. and 
Sandra S. Westrin

Jim Whitehouse

Polly Wild

April Willbur

Patricia L. Williams

Robert and Diana Williams

Jeffrey Minor and 
Donald Williamson

Dr. Charles and 
Nuala Wilmanski

Mr. and Mrs. Darwin 
Winchell

Winship Scholarship 
Board of Directors

Robert and Vicki Wolf

Richard Smith, Doug 
and Cheri Wolfgang

Worgess Insurance and 
Financial Services

Cheyenne Wright

Dickie Wright and 
Stephanie Wilbur-Wright

Faith Wyka

George and Sara Wytko

Henry Yaple

Dan and Sandy Yeck

John and Monica Yeko

Rudolph P. Yost

Your People LLC 

John and Anne Zanetti

Dr. Sophie Zaplitny

Maria Olga Zaplitny

Cathleen Zeisser

Jake Zimmerman and 
Jessica Swisher-
Zimmerman

Zimmerman Family

Wendell and Charlene Zull

Craig S. Owens Accounting

Mr. and Mrs. William U.  
Parfet

BorgWarner

Rebecca Park

Jean Parker and Family

Patricia A. and William E. 
LaMothe Foundation

Vince and Caroline Pavone

Linda Pell

Pennfield Lions Club

Bill and Gail Penty

Butch and Patsy Perry

Jim and Olive Pessetti

Janet M. Petersen

Karen J. Petersen

Norman Petredean

Thomas and Mary 
Petredean

David and Denise Phillips

Dave and Donna Pinneo

Jeff and Lisa Poet

Eric Pollard

Debora Pontoni

Post Consumer Brands

Brenda K. Potter

Kathryn and Mark Powell

Tyler Powell

Jerry and Debbie Qualls

Poppy Quattlebaum

Samir Quraeshi

Thomas and Lynn Race

Chico Ramirez

Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Randazzo

Tad Randolph

Judy Ranger

John and Carol Rasmussen

Julie Raysin

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Rea

Dominick Reed

Bill and Nancy Rees

Emily Reese

Brent Reid

Get It Dunn Fund

Rennco

Loren Rex

Browning Siblings

Dr. Paul and Jamie Richards

Kathy and Dave Riddell

Rob and Lisa Ridgeway

Douglas and Patricia Riggs

Mark Riggs 

Kathy and Larry Rizor

Skip* and Elaine Robbins

Arthur Roberts and 
Betty Lujan-Roberts

Ricky and Karen Rockwell

Darlene Roebuck

Edward Rooney

Benjamin and Amy 
Roosevelt

Kevin and Cindy Rose

Merry Rosenberg

John and Rori Ross

M. Joanna Ross

Rotary Club of Battle Creek

Ted and Cindy Ruble

Ann Whitfield Rushevics

Dan and Lisa Ryan

Sheila Ryskamp

Jeana Saccaro

Lakshmi P. Sajja

Salas Family 

David Salerno

Samuel Gray and 
Lynn Ward Gray

Santo, Maria, Frank and 
John Zanetti Foundation

Mary Jane Saxton

Janice and Guy Stillman

Cindy Schroerlucke

Hans and Nancy Schuler

Elizabeth Schultheiss 

David and Kerry Schulz

Scott Schulz

David and Sylvia Schuring

Alison Schut

John and Barbara Schwark

John and Julia Schwartz

Andrew and Stacy 
Schweitzer

Nancy and David 
Schweitzer

Mr. and Mrs. Don J. Scott

Ron and Cindy Scott

Season Press LLC

Securian Life

Mary and Paul Selden

Joe and Lisa Shanks

Drop-In Self Help Center, 
Inc. dba SHARE Center

Rishi Sharma

Gary Sherman

Jeff Sherman

Beth Mawdsley Sherwood

Gail and Jim Sholl

Amy Taylor Shore 

Kinsi and Jeffrey Shriner

Donald and Marijean Silver

Bill Simonds

Dennis and Peggy 
Simonovic

Michael Sinke

Theresa Sisung

Bart Sleper

Stephanie Slingerland

Mr. and Mrs. David P. Sly

Matt and Holly Smego

Barbara Smith

Brian Smith

Chad and Dawn Smith

George Smith

Graham Smith and 
Amy Young

Karl and Dana Smith

Marci Smith

Douglas L. Smith

Carole G. Smith

Remington L. Smith

Tom Smith

LJ Smittendorff

Vickie Smittendorf

Leroy and Dorothy Snyder

Jessica Solano

Cathy and Gary Sonneville

Visnu and Terri Sookhai

Ronald S. Sootsman

Southwest Michigan 
Insurance Agency, LLC

The Spanninga Fund of 
the Jewish Community 
Foundation

Jim and Anne Speese

Charles and Ginger Spencer

Tim and Nancy Spiess

Christopher Spreitzer

Dennis and Kyle Stanton

Steve and Amy

Marcia and Neil Starkey

Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
A. Starring

Jessica Stealy

Mary Steele

Mary Jo Stephens

The James A Stevens 
Revocable Trust

Laura Stewart

Jan and Guy Stillman

Andrew and Julie Stockwell
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Community Impact

MEMORIAL & 
HONORARY
RECOGNITION
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Community Impact

Gregory Auton

Byron Auton

Don Baldwin

Angela Nicole Booy

Douglas Boyer

Marcelo Capati 
Canlas, MD

Ralph Larson Cates

Vinod Chadalavada

Carolyn  Christ 

Dr. John Collins

Edwina Conine

James H. Connor

Ken Corey

Larry Coy

Chuck Craft

Charles A. Crafts

Dora DeMaso

Thomas L Dunton 

James Faber

Karolynn K. Ferguson

Peter J. Ferree, Sr.

Christa Ferree

Morgan L. Fitch, Jr.

Kathleen Garland

Dr. Philip Glotfelty

Maxine and John Gordon

Jack Gray

Dale Griffin

Harvey C. Hansen, Jr.

Aaron W. Howard

Ronald L. Jamierson, II

Larry Kaiser

Celia Kleinhuizen

Will Kowarski

Elaine Kruse

Arnold Langbo

Frederick H. Lutzke, Jr.

Kathy Maddix

Nick Mank

Jack K. Mawdsley 

Connie Mello

Kathleen Moore

Sam Morrow

Floyd C. and Gwendolyn 
M. Oglesby

Ralph and Isabelle 
Olmstead

Clyde Penny

Daniel Petersen

Lori Porras

Vivian L. Reynolds

Bob Russell 

Josephine “Jo” Carol Schils

Paul Schneider

Terry Smith

Barbara Smith

Joshua Throckmorton

Robert Weiher

Brian Wensauer

Gloria Wooden

James Zull and 
Wendell Zull

In Honor of...

Jan Corey Arnett

Ernie Birchmeier

Chuck Crider 

Stan and Anna Horn

Mr. Eric Langdon

Mark Lelle

Jack and Norma Mawdsley

Karen Petersen

Janice and Guy Stillman

A lasting tribute.
An honorary or memorial gift is a special way 
to honor a friend or loved one by doing good 
things in the community in their name.

In Memory of...

2 0 2 6  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  S P O N S O R S

John & 
Bridget 
Banks

VISIONARY SPONSOR

FOREVER SPONSORS

FOR ALL SPONSOR

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Board of Trustees Our Team

The Battle Creek Community Foundation’s team is an amazing and energetic group 
of professionals dedicated to supporting and serving our community! 

The Board of Trustees for the Battle Creek Community Foundation oversees and guides the organization, 
ensuring the BCCF mission is lived every day. The Board is passionate about our community and 

committed to being excellent stewards of BCCF’s resources, alongside the leadership team at BCCF.

Christopher Baldwin  
Chairperson

Pastor Kjersten Sullivan  
Vice Chairperson

Rev. Dr. Monique French  
Second Vice Chairperson

Michelle Fuller  
Treasurer

Amy Bauman  
Secretary

Robert Ridgeway  
Immediate Past Chairperson

John Banks  
Trustee

Madison Cole  
Trustee

Emerald Diamante  
Trustee

Benjamin R. Duval  
Trustee

Michael J. Larson 
Trustee

Hannan Lehman  
Youth Trustee

Bill Simonds 
Trustee

Every gift helps build a 
brighter future for Battle Creek.  
Thank you for making a difference.
SCAN TO SUPPORT

Roberta Bartlett 
Senior Financial 
Stewardship Specialist

Kacie Brunner 
Athens Area Community 
Foundation Manager

Patrick Chenault  
Student Support Specialist

Celia Compton  
Senior Scholarship & 
Opportunity Officer

Emily Deering-Caruso  
Director of Philanthropy

Peggy Evans 
Workplace Experience 
Assistant 

Taylor Ganton  
Financial Stewardship 
Analyst

Kyra Hargrove  
Grants & Impact Officer

Danni Heddinger  
Donor Engagement 
Manager

Tammy Lang 
Financial Stewardship 
Specialist

Danielle May  
Financial Stewardship 
Analyst

Mary Muliett  
President & Chief Executive 
Officer

Angela Myers 
Director of Operations & 
Talent

Amber Perry 
Grants & Impact Manager 

Carol Petredean  
Homer Area Community 
Foundation Manager

Elizabeth Schultheiss  
Executive Vice President 

Nataša Slagle 
Student Support Specialist

Jennifer VanValkenburg  
Senior Grants & Impact 
Officer

 

Lynn Ward Gray 
Director of Philanthropy

Liam Watson 
Philanthropic Systems & 
Services Manager

Maya Williams  
Senior Governance Officer

Walt Williams, Jr. 
Workplace Experience 
Associate

Amanda Woodin  
Chief Finance Officer

Left to Right, Back Row: Michelle Fuller, Amy Bauman, Pastor Kjersten Sullivan.
Front Row: Chris Baldwin, Rev. Dr. Monique French, Bill Simonds, Ben Duval.

Not pictured: Rob Ridgeway, John Banks, Madison Cole, Emerald Diamante, Mike Larson, Hannan Lehman.

Left to Right, Row 1 (back): Danielle May, Liam Watson, Lynn Ward Gray, Walt Williams, Jr. Row 2: Elizabeth 
Schultheiss, Danni Heddinger, Maya Williams, Taylor Ganton, Amber Perry. Row 3: Roberta Bartlett, Celia Compton, 

Kyra Hargrove. Row 4 (front) Natasa Slagle, Amanda Woodin, Angela Myers, Mary Muliett, Peggy Evans, Tammy Lang.  
Not pictured: Emily Deering-Caruso, Patrick Chenault, Kacie Brunner, Carol Petredean, Jennifer VanValkenburg.



We gratefully recognize the donors who support the Fund for Battle Creek,  
helping create lasting opportunities for our nonprofit partners and the community they serve. 

A complete list of Honorary Fund for Battle Creek Donors is available on our website.

bccfoundation.org


