
 

Scholarship Directory 
 

 

Aaron W. Howard Scholarship Fund 

The Aaron W. Howard Scholarship Fund was established by the parents, family and friends of Aaron 

Howard.  Pfc. Howard died in February 1991 while serving in the U.S. Army in the Persian Gulf War.  He 

was a 1989 Lakeview High School graduate.    There are no restrictions as to college to be attended or 

curriculum to be followed.  To qualify, an applicant must be in need of financial assistance and must have 

demonstrated potential to succeed in the college curriculum to be pursued.  Factors considered, in 

addition to financial need are character and citizenship, industry and effort and ability as indicated by 

test data and grades received to date in high school. 

 

Aline F. Blanc Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Aline F. Blanc Scholarship was established in 2005 by longtime friend and travel companion, Carolyn 

Burnett. Carolyn was asked by Aline to be the administrator of her estate and she felt it no greater honor 

than to establish a scholarship in Aline's name so she would be remembered forever. Aline was 

extremely talented, she spoke French, and loved China painting and antique collecting. Former 

employers included; Battle Creek Food Company, Consumers Power Company, Community Hospital, the 

Federal Center and she even worked for John Harvey Kellogg. Aline was a 1931 graduate of the Battle 

Creek Academy. 

 

Al Leibert Scholarship Fund 

After teaching in the Battle Creek Public Schools, including serving as a grade principal at battle Creek 

Central High School, Al Leibert became an assistant principal at Lakeview High School in 1971.  He then 

served as principal of Westlake Elementary from 1980 to 1986.  After retirement, Al helped coach girls' 

track and freshmen football for ten years.  This scholarship was initiated by Bobby Holley to honor an 

outstanding educator and mentor to many. 

 

Always A Bearcat Scholarship Fund 

The Battle Creek Public Schools Education Foundation board has established the Always A Bearcat 

Scholarship Fund to fill a need for scholarship support beyond the first year of college. Despite the 

advantages of a recurring scholarship, the majority of scholarships are, in fact, one-time awards. This 

leaves sophomores, juniors, and seniors - not to mention graduate students - in search of critical funding 

to complete their degrees. The Always A Bearcat Scholarship Fund supports upperclassmen, graduate 

students, and/or adults seeking skilled trades certificates and degrees, helping these students cross the 

finish line and get into their careers. 



 

American Business Women's Association Unity Chapter Education Fund 

The American Business Women's Association Unity Chapter Education Scholarship is for high school 

graduates or non-traditional students residing in Calhoun County and who will be attending a community 

college, university or technical school. Students enrolling in their second year at that community college 

or sophomore, junior or senior year at a university and have a GPA of 2.5 or higher are eligible. Non-

traditional or returning students must have one semester of an established GPA of 2.5 or higher. 

 

Andert Family Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was established in the memory of the late Norman J. Andert, a music educator, and 

Irene E. Andert, a retired healthcare professional.  Norman and Irene  inspired subsequent generations 

of the Andert  family to pursue careers in music, education, healthcare, and public service.  This 

scholarship is awarded annually to a gradating Lakeview High School senior who will be attending an 

accredited four-year college or university pursuing careers in the fine and healing arts for the betterment 

of human kind. 

 

Anita M. Clark Mathematics Scholarship Fund 

The Anita M. Clark Mathematics Scholarship was established in 1993 with funds from the Milken Family 

Foundation National Educator Award. The purpose of the scholarship is to provide financial support for 

academically successful students graduating from Marshall High School who are pursuing a career in 

mathematics or a field related to mathematics. 

 

Anne E. Schwarz Scholarship Fund 

As a civic leader and ambassador for Battle Creek, Anne Schwarz is remembered fondly by many people 

in the Battle Creek community.  In tribute to her active community involvement, her husband, John J.H. 

Schwarz M.D., family and friends established the Anne E. Schwarz Scholarship Fund at the time of her 

death in 1990.      Mrs. Schwarz was an inspired volunteer with S.A.F.E. Place, Leila Arboretum, City 

Recreation Department, and Junior League.  Her contributions were instrumental in founding both 

S.A.F.E. Place and the Leila Arboretum.  In 1988, she received a George Award for her civic activities.  She 

loved wildflowers and hiking in northwest Montana.  She was an ardent University of Michigan football 

fan and attended all of the team's home games. 

 

Ann Platusic Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Believing in the power of higher education, friends and family established this fund in 2007. Ann was 

born in Alberta, Canada and was naturalized as an American citizen in 1949. Ann worked for Michigan 

Carton Company for 10 years and Kellogg Company for 31 years until her retirement in 1970. In 

retirement, she enjoyed working as a beautician in a salon above the former Speaker Pharmacy. 

 

ASMO Manufacturing, Inc. Scholarship Fund 

The ASMO Manufacturing, Inc. Scholarship was established to provide scholarships to graduates or 

graduating seniors from the Battle Creek area seeking educational opportunities beyond high school.   

<br><br>  The eligible recipients are dependent children or regular employees of ASMO Manufacturing, 



Inc. "Employees" may be the parent, legal guardian, stepmother, or stepfather of the dependent child. 

Retirees and former spouses are excluded from these criteria. The recipient must be a high school 

graduate or a G.E.D. recipient who has been accepted to a college or university in the fall, or students 

who are already pursuing a full-time course of study at an accredited  two (2) or four (4) year college, 

university, or vocational-technical school. There is a minimum GPA of 2.5. Selection criteria will be based 

on academic achievement, career plans, and involvement in school and community activities. 

 

Athens Area Community Foundation Scholarship Fund 

The Athens Area Community Foundation (AACF) was created by and for the residents of the community 

and, therefore, belongs to everyone in this community!  Athens Area Community Foundation responds 

to our changing needs, including developing postsecondary education scholarships.  The AACF 

Scholarship is for graduating seniors and graduates of Athens High School, or current Athens area 

residents, who wish to seek postsecondary education and have a grade point average of 2.5 or above. 

 

Athens Carolyn L. Burnett Scholarship Fund 

Carolyn Burnett began her teaching career at "Foot of the Lake"(Madison Lake) School in Bronson, MI.  

She had 18 students from grades 1 through 8 in a one-room school building.  She subsequently taught 

for a short time at Eaton Rapids, then spent 36 years with the Springfield Schools teaching 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd grades.  Carolyn received a great deal of satisfaction in seeing her students succeed in various 

careers and become good, honest citizens.  Carolyn has made a difference in the lives of many and will 

continue to do so through awarding a scholarship each year to an Athens graduate. 

 

Athens Rotary Club Scholarship Fund 

The Athens Rotary Club donated funds to create this endowment fund when the Athens Area 

Community Foundation was first established.  When the club disbanded in 2006, they donated 

additional funds to support the scholarships.  The fund currently provides two scholarships annually to 

Athens High School graduating seniors.  Emphasis is placed on community service. 

 

Barton Farm Co. Scholarship Fund 

The Barton Farm Company Scholarship was established in 2007 by the Barton family. This scholarship 

was established in appreciation for the support of the Homer community. The Barton family feels very 

fortunate that they have been able to employ talented students from the Homer area. The Barton's 

believe strongly in the importance of education and the continued excellence of our local schools. 

 

Battle Creek Central Hall of Fame Scholarship Fund 

In 2005, the first class of Battle Creek Central Hall of Fame recipients were honored. The following year 

the board voted to support future Bearcats through scholarships with funds raised while honoring past 

Bearcats at the annual recognition banquet. Thus, the Battle Creek Central Hall of Fame Scholarship Fund 

was established and has been awarding since 2007 to Battle Creek Central High School graduating 

seniors who are destined to continue Central's legacy as "Pride of the State." 

 

 



Battle Creek Central High School Class of 1949 Scholarship Endowment Fund 

During the Battle Creek Central High School Class of 1949's 50th Class Reunion, class members were 

asked if they wanted to support scholarships for graduating seniors, they unanimously answered yes and 

quickly established the Battle Creek Central High School Class of 1949 Scholarship Fund. It has expanded 

over the years to not only support children and grandchildren of members of the Class of 1949 but now 

includes graduating seniors or graduates of Battle Creek Central High School. 

 

Battle Creek Kennel Club Scholarship Fund 

The Battle Creek Kennel Club Scholarship is awarded to a student currently attending the College of 

Veterinary Medicine at Michigan State University. The recipient must be a resident of the Kennel Club 

service area. Upon graduation, the recipient must plan to enter a small animal practice.   <br><br>  The 

Battle Creek Kennel Club is a member of the American Kennel Club. As such, it sponsors two shows and a 

puppy match each year. It encourages and supports good sportsmanship and responsible dog ownership. 

Among its other projects are support of the Calhoun County 4-H and State 4-H canine programs. 

 

B.C. Central High School Class of 1951 Scholarship Fund 

The members of the class of 1951 have enjoyed a camaraderie and spirit over the years that has been a 

source of pride.  Its most successful members have been people of "good character."  With that fact in 

mind  this fund was established by the BCCHS Class of 1951 for the purpose of providing scholarships to 

graduating seniors of Battle Creek Central High School or the grandchildren of the members of the 

BCCHS Class of 1951, wherever they may live, who seek educational opportunities beyond high school. It 

is their intention to reward students who have achieved academically, demonstrated positive citizenship 

and exemplify the following character traits: trustworthiness, fairness, respect for others, caring, 

responsibility and citizenship.  The Class of 1951 hopes that recipients of this scholarship will continue to 

live as "people with character." 

 

BCPS Life Enhancement Scholarship Fund 

The purpose of this fund is to provide support to students who are seeking to enhance their lives - either 

after high school or later in adulthood whether or not they have a traditional high school diploma or a 

G.E.D. from Battle Creek Public Schools. The donor stated, "You may be  a parent or grandparent who has 

chosen to place your children in BCPS, a graduating senior, a graduate or even someone who dropped 

out of BCPS, whatever the scenario, you choose to stick with BCPS and stay associated with the district in 

some way instead of transferring to another district, that speaks volumes to me. This is the primary 

reason I established the BCPS Life Enhancement Education Fund, I want to support those who support 

the district and this fund helps me do that." 

 

Benjamin "Benji" Scott Wilson II Scholarship Fund 

The Benjamin “Benji” Scott Wilson II Scholarship was established for the purpose of providing 

scholarships to graduating seniors and graduates from Battle Creek Public High School pursuing post-

secondary educational opportunities, with preference given to individuals pursuing engineering degrees.        

Benji was an outstanding student who demonstrated remarkable academic excellence, quiet leadership 

skills, and a commitment to community service.  Benji understood the value of education, and he strove 



for excellence, but also that his faith, family, and friends were an equally important part of his schooling 

years.  Benji would have been honored for this opportunity to support your educational journey through 

this scholarship.  So, chase your dreams, look forward, don’t dwell in the past, and continue to excel in 

your academics and beyond. 

 

Bessie L. Smith Scholarship Fund 

Bessie L. Smith Scholarship Fund was established in 2000. Bessie L. Smith was born in 1904 and lived her 

entire life of 95 years in the Homer area. She graduated from Homer High School in 1922.   Bessie 

attended Teachers College, now know as Western Michigan University, and received a teacher    

certificate. She taught and substituted for many years in the Homer area. Bessie married William Smith 

and raised five children, all of whom graduated from Homer High School. She continued to substitute 

teach while raising her family and was involved with young people in the community. Her dedication and 

commitment to the Homer community was an important part of her life. 

 

Betty M. Root Scholarship Fund 

Betty M. (Kiblinger) Root graduated from Delton High School in 1940. She was a member and Past 

Matron and Life Member of the Prudence Nobles Chapter #366 of the Eastern Star. This fund was 

established to create scholarships for students of Delton Kellogg High School. 

 

Bill Evans Memorial Athletic Scholarship Fund 

The Bill Evans Memorial Athletic Scholarship was established as a memorial tribute to the life of Bill 

Evans. Bill's career in education spanned 27 years. During his teaching career at Battle Creek Central High 

School, he was also chairman of the business department. He held positions as the wrestling coach, 

coaching three individual state champions, and served as athletic director. He is also known for his work 

with the City of Battle Creek as a sports promotion director. He was instrumental in bringing many 

sporting events to Battle Creek. Bill was unique in his relationships with people and truly valued his 

friends, as they were an important part of his life. 

 

Blanche Barr Trone Scholarship Fund 

Blanche Barr Trone (1892 – 1985) by her Last Will and Testament established a Trust for scholarships for 

needy students attending college or institutions for advanced training. Mrs. Trone operated a pharmacy 

in Battle Creek for many years and was vitally interested in helping young people further their education. 

 

Bradford Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Major Helen Hollins funded the Bradford Memorial Scholarship Fund with money from her brother's 

estate, the late Dudley Bradford. Major Hollins had a vision for the future of young people at Second 

Missionary Baptist Church. A scholarship committee was appointed by then pastor, Rev. Albert Thomas, 

to evaluate potential recipients. To date numerous scholarships have been given out. Major Hollins' 

vision is now a reality. 

 

 

 



Brenda Lee Belt Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Brenda Lee Belt was a 1973 graduate of Harper Creek High School who was a top student with a tender 

heart for all people. Brenda loved her family, friends, and animals, and was invariably thinking of others. 

She was always able to see the good in all people and possessed limitless compassion. Brenda knew how 

to enjoy life by having multiple creative passions, interesting conversation, and a down-to-earth nature. 

Brenda's family would like to celebrate her memory by helping students who, like Brenda, exhibit a kind, 

thoughtful, tolerant, and compassionate character. 

 

Brittany Despins Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Brittany Despins Memorial Scholarship Fund was created to honor the memory of Brittany Despins, 

a Marshall native who was dedicated to helping others through her work as a paramedic. Brittany's life 

was tragically cut short at the age of 22 due to a traffic accident in fall of 2012. Calhoun County residents 

who are enrolled or accepted into the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) basic and paramedic certificate 

programs at Kellogg Community College are able to apply for this scholarship. Through the creation of 

this scholarship fund, Brittany's family hopes her brave and selfless spirit will continue through the work 

of others. 

 

Bronson Class of 1981 Memorial Scholarship 

The Bronson Class of 1981 Scholarship Fund was established for the purpose of providing scholarship to 

Brinson area students who seek educational opportunities beyond high school. 

 

CACC Clara Miner-Fuller Scholarship 

This fund has been established to provide scholarships for CACC students to further their careers by 

taking post-secondary classes and to assist CACC in developing programs which will meet students' 

needs for education in technological fields.  Whenever possible, funding will be prioritized for, but not 

limited to, programs and students in the Agriscience and Natural Resources fields. 

 

Calder-Gilbert Math & Science Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was established by Kurt Calder, a 1982 graduate of Pennfield High School, and the late 

June Gilbert, a mathematics teacher at Pennfield from 1961-1986. Kurt always knew he had a talent for 

mathematics since the first grade. In seventh grade, he took part in a math competition that was offered 

by the state, doing so well that he went to a regional and then state finals. When he got to high school, 

he met June Gilbert, head of the math department. She inspired him and took him to math 

competitions, where he helped Pennfield win the team award, and won the overall individual award his 

senior year.  <br><br>  June and Kurt believed there are young women with excellent math and science 

abilities, without a chance to use them and encourages women to pursue studies in math and science. 

This scholarship awards to two Pennfield High School graduating seniors, one of which must be female. 

 

Calhoun County Swine Club Scholarship Fund 

The MSU Extension - Calhoun County Swine Club Scholarship was originally  established with the 

Community Foundation Alliance of Calhoun County and the MSU 4-H Extension office by Homer 

residents Steve and Julie Swafford. The Swine Club Scholarship was established to support and promote 



a college education for Swine Club Members. Annual fundraisers have been established to support this 

scholarship. In 2015, the scholarship fund was moved to the Homer Area Community Foundation and is 

managed in cooperation with the MSU 4-H Extension Office. 

 

Carlos M. Gutierrez Scholarship Fund 

Carlos M. Gutierrez was Chairman and CEO of the Kellogg Company from 1999 until 2005, when he was 

named United States Secretary of Commerce under the Bush Administration. Mr. Gutierrez had a thirty-

year career with the Kellogg Company, and through his inspiring leadership, has left a strong legacy in 

this community. 

 

Carolyn Nordstrom Scholarship Fund 

The Carolyn Nordstrom Scholarship was established to honor a Battle Creek native who found her calling 

in the field of Marketing.  After graduating from Battle Creek Central, Carolyn Nordstrom earned a 

degree in Communications at Michigan State University. Even with all her success in the business world, 

Nordstrom arguably became best know as the quiet, behind-the-scenes promoter of a better Battle 

Creek. 

 

Ceresco Community Club Scholarship Fund 

The Ceresco Community Club Scholarship Fund was established from the proceeds generated through 

the sale of the Ceresco Community Club building. These proceeds were specifically designated to serve 

Harper Creek High School youth through the establishment of an educational scholarship. In addition to 

strong academic performance, recipients of the Ceresco Community Club Scholarship have made 

significant volunteer contributions to their community. 

 

Chadalavada Family Scholarship Fund 

The Chadalavada Family Scholarship, established in memory of Vinod Anand Chadalavada (Lakeview HS 

2001, U of M 2005 Grad), supports high school seniors and adults from the Lakeview School District who 

are passionate about healthcare or business.  Preference will be given to those pursuing their studies at 

the university of Michigan.  This scholarship seeks individuals who demonstrate exceptional values, 

strong character, and a commitment to serving others through generous contributions of their time and 

resources. By investing in these dedicated individuals, the Chadalavada Family aims to continue Vinod's 

legacy of excellence and community service. 

 

Children of Law Enforcement Scholarship Fund 

The Children of Law Enforcement Scholarship Fund was established to honor and show appreciation of 

the dedicated law enforcement personnel of Calhoun County.   <br><br>  Scholarships will support the 

children of Calhoun County law enforcement personnel in pursuing post-secondary education. 

 

Christian J. and Elaine M. Seedorf Scholarship Fund 

After being married for almost twenty years, Christian, a Navy veteran who was working as a pattern 

maker, suffered a stroke that left him paralyzed on the left side and unable to provide for his family.  

Following the stroke, Elaine, who was 38 years old at the time, was determined to return to school and 



earn a Nursing degree from Kellogg Community College.  Elaine overcame many obstacles as she had to 

become the breadwinner for her spouse and six children.  This fund was established by the Seedorf 

family to honor their parents' commitment and perseverance towards a goal in hopes of supporting 

others who despite the obstacles are determined to succeed. 

 

Chuck Turner Memorial Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established by Battle Creek Central High School and friends of Chuck Turner at the time of 

his retirement in 2000, in honor of his 29 years of dedicated service to Battle Creek Public Schools. Chuck 

coached basketball for 32 years and touched the lives of many individuals. His coaching 

accomplishments are legendary. At a ceremony in January 2000, Battle Creek Central named the court at 

Central Field House "Chuck Turner Court."  <br><br>  Coach Turner was a vital part of Battle Creek and 

Battle Creek Central Bearcat basketball history. He developed and led the Bearcats to a 517-190 record 

over two stints with the Bearcats from 1967-77 and 1979-2000. He also coached at Willow Run in 

Ypsilanti, MI and finished with 565 wins overall and at the time of his death in 2006 was fourth for most 

wins in Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) history. Turner coached four Bearcat teams 

into the Class A Final Four and watched 15 teams win 20 or more games in a season. He was named City 

Coach of the Year 14 times and Regional Coach of the Year 7 times. Other accolades include: 1989 

Detroit News Coach of the Year, 1990 voted into the Coaches Hall of Fame by the Basketball Coaches 

Association of Michigan (BCAM), 1991 BCAM Class A Coach of the Year, 1992 MHSAA Coach of the Year, 

and 1996 Associated Press Class A Coach of the Year. 

 

Clifton J. Woods Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Mr. Woods was a life member of the NAACP, the Urban League and the Battle Creek Civic League. He was 

also a 60-year member of Strothers Masonic Lodge No. 3 Free and Accepted Masons, Prince Hall 

Affiliation. In 1988, at 92 years of age, Mr. Woods received the Senior Citizens Award and District Award 

from the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women's Club, Inc. 

 

Crider/Bommersbach Scholarship Fund 

This fund is being established to recognize all educational personnel who are committed to the success 

of all students, especially those who have struggled in traditional educational settings.  This also 

celebrates those students who have continued to work through adversity to complete their high school 

education with clear plans for post-secondary goals.  It also recognizes the vision and commitment of the 

Battle Creek Area Educator's Task Force who identified the need and established the Battle Creek Area 

Learning Center, operating as Calhoun Community High School, and the dedicated work of the 

educational professionals who have worked to make this vision a reality.  Although it is labeled the 

Crider/Bommersbach Scholarship in honor of Charles Crider and Tom Bommersbach, the first Director 

and Counselor, it is truly a recognition of all of the staff and students and those in the community who 

celebrate the small and large successes of every student. 

 

  



Dandamudi Family - Corey Harrison Renker Tennis Scholarship Fund 

The Dandamudi-Corey Harrison Renker Tennis Scholarship was established in honor of a great man on 

and off the courts, Corey Harrison Renker Tennis Coach.  It is intended to provide scholarships for those 

who participated on the Lakeview High School Tennis Team. 

 

Dandamudi Family Scholarship Fund 

A local physician's positive volunteer experience led to the establishment of the Dandamudi Family 

Scholarship Fund in 2010. Scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors who attended the Battle 

Creek Area Math and Science Center (BCAMSC) for four years and are seeking a degree in any medical 

related field or a field that utilized the advanced training that the BCAMSC provides. 

 

Darrien Ahmad LaGrand Memorial Scholarship Fund for the Music Center of South Central Michigan 

Darrien Ahmad La Grand  was a talented young boy who passed in his sleep at the age of 11.  He was 

very involved with the Sojourner Truth Choir and was a skilled pianist. This fund  provides an ongoing 

tribute to Darrien and the activities he loved so very much. 

 

Dave Smith Memorial Fund 

Several community members worked with the Smith family to establish this fund in memory of a 

respected friend, educator, coach, husband, and father who passed away suddenly in 2008. Dave Smith 

was well known in the Harper Creek Community for his constant involvement, and was admired for his 

family-oriented lifestyle. 

 

David M. McDill Scholarship Fund 

The David M. McDill Scholarship Fund was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to 

graduating seniors from Harper Creek Community Schools pursuing post-secondary educational 

opportunities.  <br><br>  Dave McDill was the first Harper Creek Men's and Women's swimming and 

diving coach, serving from 1977-1995.  In 1964, he started his teaching career at Harper Creek and then 

in 1976, he started a youth swim program for children in 4th grade and higher.  This led to him starting 

the swim program at Harper Creek High School in 1977.  His men's teams won League Championships in 

1980, 1985, 1987, and 1989.  His women's teams won League Championships in 1979, 1981, and 1983.  

Coach McDill had 3 swimmers win State titles and 16 teams placed in the top 10 at State meets.  In his 

31 years of service at Harper Creek Community Schools, he was a teacher, coach, community school 

director, pool director, and athletic director.  More importantly, he served the community as a mentor 

and father figure who guided youth in a steady, supportive, and encouring manner. 

 

David Wallace Sportship Scholarship Fund 

The purpose of this fund is to provide scholarships to youths with financial need and recognized as David 

Wallace Sportships within Greater Battle Creek Ice Hockey Association. 

 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., founded in 1913 on the campus of Howard University in Washington, 

DC, is a private, non-profit organization whose purpose is to provide assistance and support through its 



5-Point programs in local communities throughout the world. The Battle Creek Alumnae Chapter, 

chartered in 1980, began soon after it chartered to award scholarships to community-minded, 

academically gifted graduating high school senior African American women within its service area. 

 

DENSO Manufacturing Michigan, Inc. Scholarship Fund 

DENSO Manufacturing Michigan, Inc. has established a scholarship to pay homage to qualities such as 

trustworthiness, modesty, integrity, sincerity, cooperation, vision, innovation and creativity. This award is 

designed to celebrate the whole student and selects its recipients based on extra-curricular activities, 

work experience, personal recommendations, interview and an essay. 

 

Detective LaVern S. Brann Scholarship Fund 

The Detective LaVern S. Brann Scholarship was established in loving memory of Detective Brann by his 

family. The purpose is to provide scholarships to individuals who are considered a minority by race or 

representation in the police officer profession.   <br><br>  The scholarship will be available for graduates 

(non-traditional students) or graduating high school seniors from the Battle Creek area who are seeking 

educational opportunities in the Kellogg Community College Police Academy in order to become a police 

officer. The Battle Creek area is defined as residents or schools providing diplomas or other graduate 

equivalency in the townships of Pennfield, Emmett, Bedford and the Cities of Springfield and Battle 

Creek. 

 

Donald R. and Barbara H. Wilson Scholarship Fund 

The Donald R. and Barbara H. Wilson Scholarship Fund was established to assist members of St. Mark 

Lutheran Church in Battle Creek in obtaining a post-secondary degree.  Preference may be given to 

individuals pursuing degrees at Valparaiso University, where Bobbie received an honorary degree and 

her son Dave graduated, Northwestern University, where Don and son Rick received degrees, and 

Western Michigan University, where Bobbie graduated and also did postgraduate work later in life. 

 

Dr. Mathikere and Lily Rajachar Memorial Scholarship Fund 

This fund was originally established in 1998 by Lily Rajachar in memory of her husband, Dr. Mathikere 

Rajachar. At the request of the family, Lily's name was added in 2014 after her passing. Both displayed a 

strong leadership and commitment to education believing that by obtaining a good education, you can 

achieve anything. Dr. Rajachar and Lily were always willing to help others who were willing to learn, work 

hard and displayed ambition while pursuing their goals. In fact, Lily had a particular interest in making 

sure women interested in S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) careers had the supports 

they needed to succeed. 

 

Dr. Peter & Laura Hong Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The purpose of this fund is to provide scholarships to secondary students who wish to attend Battle 

Creek Academy. 

 

  



Dr. Roman Zaplitny Memorial Scholarship Fund 

A noted physician in the Battle Creek community, Dr. Zaplitny was a committed member of the medical 

profession. Dr. Zaplitny was born in Tarnopil, Ukraine, and immigrated to the United States in 1950. In 

honor of his work in the Battle Creek community, the Dr. Roman Zaplitny Memorial Scholarship was 

established upon his death in 1994. 

 

Edite Balks Walter, M.D. Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established to help women seeking degrees in biology, chemistry, physics and human or 

animal medicine. Dr. Walter is a graduate of the former Springfield High School. Through the assistance 

of various scholarships, she graduated cum laude from Kalamazoo College. Dr. Walter remains an 

inspiration and believes, "Women Can Do Science and Should Do Science." 

 

Edward and Toni Fugate Health Care Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established in recognition of Toni Fugate's over 40 year career in nursing, an educational 

career that began at Kellogg Community College.  Because of this, the Fugate's wanted to support those 

going into a patient-oriented health care program or allied health field at Kellogg Community College. 

 

Elizabeth Booth Scholarship Fund 

The Elizabeth Booth Scholarship was originally established with Homer community Schools by her 

husband Dave in her memory.  Elizabeth Booth was a dedicated and beloved kindergarten teacher in 

Homer.  She passed away from cancer during her first year of retirement, but her memory lives on in the 

hearts of many of her past students and colleagues.  In 2012, the scholarship fund was moved to the 

Homer Area Community Foundation. 

 

Endeavor Charter Academy 8th Grade Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship fund was established for the purpose of awarding scholarships to 8th grade Endeavor 

Charter Academy students, payable upon high school graduation, who seek educational opportunities 

beyond high school. 

 

Evelyn Conkell Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The purpose of this fund is to provide choir music for the Battle Creek Academy Choir Program. 

 

Floyd C. & Gwendolyn M. Oglesby Scholarship Fund 

The Floyd C. and Gwendolyn M. Oglesby Scholarship Fund was established to help provide assistance for 

high school seniors from BCCHS to attend Kellogg Community College.  Floyd and Gwen Oglesby always 

had an interest in helping students to improve their lives through education.  Both were active in the 

schools and community throughout their many years in Battle Creek.   <br><br>  Floyd was involved as a 

teacher and coach at BCCHS, counselor at KCC and as city commissioner and mayor of Battle Creek.  

Gwen was in a lifetime supporting role with the Oglesby family, with Community Chorus, and as a dental 

hygienist for many years. Scholarship recipients must have a GPA of 2.5 or higher, exhibit active 

community service and volunteerism to improve the lives of those living in Battle Creek, while also 

showing their strong work ethic and passion for civic responsibility. 



 

Frayssignes-Randall Scholarship Fund 

The Frayssignes-Randall Scholarship Fund was established by Phillip Pierre Antoine Randall for the 

purpose of providing scholarships to graduating seniors and adult graduates of Calhoun County high 

schools.  The Scholarship will remember two families who lived and worked in the Battle Creek area from 

1900 to the present.    <br><br>  Pierre Frayssignes and his wife, Sidonie immigrated from a small village 

in southern France prior to WW1.  Pierre worked initially in Pennsylvania coal mines and ended up in the 

Battle Creek area.  He knew both C W Post and W K Kellogg personally, working for both at different 

times.  At one time he was the oldest and longest-serving Kellogg factory employee.  His youngest 

daughter was Dr. Randall’s mother, Blanche Sidonie Frayssignes.  The Randall family were prairie farmers 

from English/Irish stock who settled in the Climax area in the late 1800s.  Floyd and Kitty Randall lost 

their first farm to the WW2 expansion of Fort Custer and the Battle Creek airfield, moving north to the 

Assyria area.  Their oldest son was Dr. Randall’s father Charles DuWayne Randall.  These names and 

those of their offspring will be found scattered throughout the historical records of Calhoun County and 

later, throughout the world.  These families placed great value on education, hard work and personal 

responsibility as a means to self-sufficiency.  Scholarship assistance to further individual development is 

consistent with these values. 

 

Gary & Marlene Beard Athletic Scholarship Fund 

By the time May 9, 2014 arrived, the surprise event, "Operation Code Purple" had been successfully kept 

a secret from the honorees and namesakes of the Gary and Marlene Beard Athletic Scholarship Fund. A 

fitting tribute to who many see as Lakeview School Districts, "First Couple." No matter what event you go 

to, football, basketball, baseball, soccer, wrestling or golf, just to name a few, you will probably hear Gary 

and Marlene in the crowd yelling, "Go Lakeview!" 

 

George Byelich Student Athletic Scholarship Fund 

Participation in and enjoyment of sports and athletics were a big part of George's life. Growing up in 

Lansing, Michigan as the fifth child in a family of eight of immigrant parents, George somehow managed 

to learn how to play golf at an early age. Golf and the friendships he made in the sport were a very 

important and enjoyable part of his life. George also ran on the Track and Cross country teams at Lansing 

Eastern High School and ran Cross Country at Michigan State University.     The Lakeview School District, 

its students and staff were also a very important part of George's life.  By living across the street from 

Lakeview High School, having two sons graduate from there and by participating in many school-related 

activities over the course of thirty years, George made many cherished friends and acquaintances with 

the students, staff and coaches.  Through his efforts over twenty years as a volunteer timer and referee 

for LHS, Kellogg Community College and Battle Creek Swim Club swim meets, George got to know several 

generations of swimmers and their families.  George also volunteered as a timer for Cross Country 

meets, and for a number of years was a volunteer assistant tot he Boys' and Girls' Golf Teams.  In these 

and other sports, George especially enjoyed seeing the development and progression of the athletes, 

both in sports and as individuals.     As sports and athletics were so important to his development and 

enjoyment, George was always glad to see a child's interest in any type of sport of physical activity and 

did his best to encourage it.  Accordingly, his family is very appreciative and proud that this Fund has 



been established in recognition of George, and may in some way assist in the growth and development 

of students through their participation in sports or athletics.     George Byelich (1920-1993) 

 

George V. Dodd scholarship Fund 

George Dodd enjoyed life and his family. He was active in their lives. He displayed patience, persistence, 

professionalism, fairness, kindness, and collaboration at home and work. George served in the Navy 

during World War II as a radar instructor. After the war, he graduated from the School of Mechanical 

Engineering at Northwestern University. He worked 37 years at Kellogg's as a Project Engineer. He 

traveled to Kellogg plants in multiple continents. He participated in local and national engineering clubs 

and found the energy to lead groups ranging from the Boy Scouts to the PTA.   <br><br>  His children 

attended Battle Creek Public Schools, received an excellent education, and participated in extracurricular 

activities, sports, and Clear Lake Camp activities. They graduated college and received advanced degrees. 

The Dodd family would like to honor George's memory by helping Battle Creek Public School graduates 

achieve their career goals. 

 

Georgia Rothberg Nursing Scholarship Fund 

Georgia Rothberg was a school nurse.  She as very concerned about cancer research and volunteered 

many hours with the American Cancer Society.  In establishing this scholarship fund, it was Georgia's 

hope that dedicated nursing careers would develop from this assistance, and that the scholarship 

recipients share the value of their education with the community.   <br><br>  This scholarship was 

designed to provide financial assistance to individuals who are currently providing nursing services or 

desire to provide nursing services in the Battle Creek area for educational expenses incurred to obtain 

nursing degrees and/or continuing nursing education for those who have  already obtained nursing 

degrees. Scholarship recipients are selected on the basis of academic performance, financial need, 

character and citizenship, and motivation to succeed. 

 

Gerald D. Barnes Family Scholarship Fund 

Gerald D. Barnes, a 1942 Colon High School graduate, was a standout four-year varsity first baseman.  

Following high school, he attended Argubright Business College for one year.  He married Vera H. Kellogg 

in 1944, a 1942 graduate of Battle Creek Central - one of only two of 13 siblings to graduate high school.  

Vera played baseball during the time men where off at war and Gerald often kept score for her team.  

Their honeymoon was spent at a Detroit Tigers game and their love of baseball continued their entire 

lives.  <br><br>  In 1945, Gerald was drafted into the U.S. Army and they put his business education to 

good use processing soldiers coming home from WWII.  As a veteran he had been called a hero, but 

disagreed stating, "Those who fought overseas were the true heroes."  Once discharged in 1946, he wore 

a flag pin every day, proudly displaying his love of Country and rests forever with his pin over his heart.  

Following his service, Gerald worked at Post Cereals Carton and Container Division in Battle Creek for 40 

years.    <br><br>  Higher education was not common amongst Gerald's generation, but he and Vera 

understood their children and grandchild would need it to succeed and to this end, supported their 

education in every way they could.  Their daughter received a certificate from Kellogg Community 

College and retired from Battle Creek Public Schools after 44 years.  Their son earned a Bachelor's degree 

from Western Michigan University, and after serving our Country during the Vietnam conflict, earned his 



Master's from Utah State University.  Their grand-daughter graduated from BCCHS 50 years to the day 

after Vera, and received her Bachelor's degree from Drury University.  Through this scholarship, the 

Barnes family leaves a legacy that will support Battle Creek Public Schools graduates in obtaining higher 

education in a skilled trade field. 

 

Glenn & June Williams-Chapel Hill United Methodist Church Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to students of Chapel Hill United 

Methodist Church who seek educational opportunities beyond high school.   <br><br>  Applicants must 

be graduating seniors who are active members themselves, or family of active members of the Chapel 

Hill United Methodist Church. 

 

Gysel/Morton United Methodist Scholarship Fund 

The Gysel/Morton Scholarship Fund was established in 2006 to honor and celebrate the ministries of 

Rev. Dr. James Gysel and Rev. David Morton.   A graduate of Battle Creek Central H.S. and KCC, Dr. Gysel 

worked together with Rev. Morton for 16 years at Chapel Hill United Methodist Church. Both have 

served the Battle Creek community in pastoral ministry and leadership most of their lives, and have had 

a strong commitment to encourage individuals to listen to God's call to pursue full-time ministries. The 

scholarship financially assists those who are called by God to the ministry. It is available to graduate 

students from the United Methodist Church within the Michigan area (State of Michigan) who are 

currently pursing or have completed an undergraduate degree and plan to go into full time ministry or 

mission work. 

 

Harper Creek Optimist Memorial Scholarship Fund 

In May 1994, the President of the Harper Creek Optimist Club authorized the establishment of a 

scholarship fund to be awarded to graduating seniors from Harper Creek High School. Applicants for this 

award must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and show evidence of community service. 

 

Harry & Helen Davidson Family Scholarship Fund 

The Davidson Family Scholarship was established to honor the commitment to education and service to 

the Battle Creek community of Harry and Helen Davidson. Harry, who served as superintendent of the 

Battle Creek Public Schools for a number of years, who upon his retirement from the education field, 

became the first executive director of the Battle Creek Community Foundation.  Much of Harry and 

Helen's work in this community can be exemplified today through development of our fine educational 

system, the growth of our Community Foundation, and a strong community value for the education of 

our young people. 

 

Helen Kirkland Scholarship Fund 

Helen Kirkland established this fund through a trust fund aimed at supporting "worthy students enrolled 

in the nursing courses at the Kellogg Community College and who are in need of financial assistance." 

Eligible candidates will be graduating seniors of Battle Creek Public Schools who will be attending Kellogg 

Community College. Applicants must be enrolled in nursing courses and demonstrate financial need. 

 



Helen Montgomery Musician Fund 

The purpose of this fund is to support local minority artists that need assistance in order to pursue 

musical endeavors/expand their talent through programs associated with schools, church and nonprofit 

entities with a focus on music. 

 

Herbert & Elsa Ponting Foundation Scholarship Fund 

This fund has been established to provide scholarships to students who will be attending the Battle 

Creek Academy. 

 

Hispanics For Educational Progress Scholarship Fund 

Hispanics for Educational Progress (HEP): The group's purpose for forming and establishing the 

scholarship program is to promote the importance of education and the opportunities that a college 

education will create.   Education is the means by which individuals compete in the global economy 

today; if you don't have an education beyond High School, your opportunities become limited and in 

some cases non-existent.  This fund, established in 2015, will continue in perpetuity the legacy that the 

founders of the Air Force Cataloging and Standardization Center (CASC) Hispanic Employment Program 

(HEP) put in motion 40 years ago. 

 

Homer Alumni Association Scholarship Fund 

The Homer Alumni Association Scholarship Fund was established in 2020 to support Homer Community 

Schools graduates in their pursuit of post-secondary educational attainment. Annually, scholarships are 

awarded from the fund in honor of DeWayne Ballentine and the Homer High School Class of 1959.  

<br><br>  Dewayne Ballentine was a Homer graduate and founding father of the Homer Alumni 

Association.  He served as a board member and started the annual banquet.  This scholarship was set up 

in his memory in 1985.   <br><br>  The Class of 1959 Scholarship began in 2019 by class members and 

friends, in honor of their 60th anniversary to recognize Homer Community Schools for providing them a 

quality education. 

 

Homer FFA Alumni Scholarship Fund 

Established in 1983 the Homer FFA Alumni is a support group for the Homer FFA chapter. The Homer FFA 

chapter was established in 1948. The Homer FFA Alumni Chapter focuses on premier leadership, 

personal growth and career success through agricultural education. Homer FFA Alumnus have received 

national recognition as an Outstanding Alumni Affiliate.   <br><br>  The Homer FFA Alumni Scholarship 

was established in 2002. The Homer FFA Alumni highly encourage current FFA members to reach their 

fullest potential through furthering their education, beyond high school. 

 

Hookway Family Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Hookway Family Memorial Scholarship was established in memory of those who made it possible.  

The fund grew out of Charles’ 35+ years as a world-wide employee of Kellogg Company and the 

companionship he received from his wonderful, loving, and supportive wives, Donna M. Hookway (b. 

8/18/1944 – d. 10/13/2009), Marjorie J. Hookway (b. 9/25/1940 – d. 3/7/2018), and Kathryn Nester (b. 



12/2/1940 - ).  This scholarship is intended to provide assistance to those seeking education that will 

enable them to add value to society. 

 

In God We Trust, Mitchelle T. Savage Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The In God We Trust, Mitchelle T. Savage Memorial Scholarship was established to provide educational 

opportunities beyond high school for Battle Creek area graduates or graduating seniors. Eligible 

recipients will be graduating seniors from Battle Creek area public and private schools who will be 

attending a college that is a member of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities. 

 

Jack K. Mawdsley Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was established to honor Dr. Mawdsley's service and commitment to educating youth. 

Dr. Jack K. Mawdsley provided excellent leadership as superintendent for the Battle Creek Public Schools 

from 1973 to 1986. His commitment to youth includes service as a classroom teacher and high school 

counselor to secondary school principal and superintendent. 

 

Jake & Howard Westrick Scholarship Fund 

Jake was employed by Clark Equipment Company for over 27 years. His son, Howard Westrick, a 1957 

graduate of St. Philip Catholic Central High School, worked in the plumbing and pipe fitting industry for 

33 years. A strong work ethic, personal responsibility, dependability, and punctuality are traits exhibited 

and valued by both Howard and Jake & acknowledged through this scholarship. 

 

James and Jeanne Mahoney Memorial Sports Endowment Fund 

To honor everybody's "Gramps," family and friends established the James H. Mahoney Memorial Sports 

Fund in 2007. James (Jim) Mahoney was a graduate of Lakeview High School. Jim was a standout four-

sport athlete, a loyal fan of Lakeview Spartan athletic teams, and most of all "Coach" on and off the field 

to many Lakeview athletes. He loved helping young athletes improve their talents in sports and in life. 

Some of his principles included: learning the fundamentals of the game, winning with grace, losing with 

dignity, always respecting your opponent, and being a gentleman on and off the field.   <br><br>  This 

scholarship fund was established in honor of Jim for his love for sports, coaching, and helping kids. 

Scholarships will be awarded to 7th through 11th-grade students from Lakeview School District attending 

summer sports camps or health and wellness camps. In 2023 the fund was renamed the James and 

Jeanne Mahoney Memorial Sports Endowment Fund. 

 

James F. Hettinger Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established in 2008 by the board of directors and staff of Battle Creek Unlimited, Inc. (BCU) 

to celebrate and honor the visionary leadership of James F. Hettinger at the time of his retirement. Mr. 

Hettinger served with distinction as President and Chief Executive Officer of BCU from 1979 to 2008. He 

is credited with attracting nearly 100 companies and 9,400 jobs to Battle Creek's Fort Custer Industrial 

Park during his tenure. The fund represents a heartfelt expression of gratitude towards Jim for his 

commitment to community, education, jobs and sustainable families. Jim is a graduate of Albion High 

School and earned both bachelors and master's degrees in political science from Western Michigan 

University. 



 

Janine and Sidney Adams, Jr., Aviation Careers Scholarship Fund 

The Janine and Sidney Adams, Jr. Aviation Careers Scholarship Fund was established by Janine “Jan” 

Adams in memorial tribute to her loving husband of 26 years, Sidney “Sid” Adams, Jr. Jan stated that 

there were three areas of special interest to Sid, economic development, education, and aviation. 

Establishing this fund honors all three of these areas of special interest. Giving back to his community 

was paramount to Sid. You could find Sid’s hand on many committees and projects promoting his 

beloved community, receiving numerous awards and recognition along the way. He was a founding 

member of Battle Creek Unlimited, serving on its Board for over 25 years, many of those years as chair. 

Sid valued education. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Alcorn State University, taught at Western 

Michigan University and was a life learner never missing an opportunity to take a class, seminar, or 

workshop. He established a summer aviation camp introducing area youth to careers in aviation. At the 

advent of the personal computer, Sid jumped in and built his first computer. He then worked with the 

Kellogg Company on a project that donated to area schools and non-profits over 4,000 laptops and 

computers that he refurbished with the help of students from the Computer Networking classes at the 

Calhoun Area Career Center. He worked with these students teaching them software and hardware skills. 

Aviation was a huge part of Sid’s life. He earned his first set of wings serving as a paratrooper with the 

82nd Airborne Division, U.S. Army. At the age of 46, he became a private pilot purchasing his beloved 

Cessna Cardinal soon achieving his instrument certification. He joined the Civil Patrol, where he served 

as a first Lieutenant. Sid was appointed to the Michigan Aeronautics Commission and served 11 years, 2 

years as Commission Vice Chair and 3 years as Chair. He was inducted into the Michigan Aviation Hall of 

Fame in 2023. His impact on our community was immeasurable. Jan, a longtime educator with Battle 

Creek Public Schools, met Sid in his pursuit of giving computers away to youth. Sid’s persistence paved 

the way for their union, and the rest, “as they say,” is history! 

 

J. K. Stanford Memorial Award Fund 

Rose "Rossie" Miller, a passionate advocate for the community, and her family established this 

scholarship in memory of their loved one, J. K. Stanford, who was a talented auto mechanic.  According 

to Rose, "my brother J.K. was so good of a mechanic, it seemed like he could simply listen to a car run 

and tell you what was wrong. He was a compassionate, kind-hearted person, who had a love of cars from 

an early age." Rose stated, "having received scholarship funds myself, I feel blessed to finally be able to 

give back to the community."  <br><br>  The Stanford family witnessed the realities of not having 

certification and made a commitment to removing that barrier for others. This scholarship will benefit 

individuals obtaining certification as an auto or heavy equipment mechanic, an opportunity J.K. never 

had due to lack of funds. Recipients shall prove to be passionate about and persevere towards their 

educational goals while maintaining high academic standards. 

 

John and Anne Zanetti Scholarship Fund 

The John and Anne Zanetti Scholarship established by John and Anne Zanetti honor the future leaders of 

our kids, who will inspire youth to make the world better. The scholarship assists graduating seniors and 

graduates from Calhoun County public and private high schools pursuing post-secondary educational 

opportunities in nursing. 



 

John "Jack" and Jo Schils Scholarship Fund 

The John "Jack" and Jo Schils Scholarship Fund was established by the Schils family in 2020 as a 

memorial tribute to John "Jack" Schils, a multi-sports coach, athletic director, teacher, principal, father, 

grandfather, husband and friend to many. This fund supports students from the Battle Creek Public 

Schools District where Jack was employed from 1958 until his retirement in 1986. 

 

Joseph E. Bowser II Memorial Fund 

The Fund was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to Battle Creek Central High School 

graduating seniors and graduates. The Scholarship recipient(s) shall be acknowledged annually by the 

Battle Creek Community Foundation. Funds may be used for tuition, fees, books, housing, testing, 

transportation, child care, and other expenses incidental to attaining educational objectives. 

 

Julian Ptacin Scholarship Fund 

Honoring Julian's memory led to the establishment of this fund by the Ptacin family, students, friends 

and community members. While Julian's untimely death will linger, his accomplishments and potential as 

an individual will be honored annually through the Julian Ptacin Scholarship. Recipients must 

demonstrate actions that support anti-drinking and other positive lifestyle behaviors. 

 

Julie Fox Memorial Fund 

The Julie Fox Memorial Scholarship to support Battle Creek Public Schools graduating seniors has been 

established to honor the legacy of more than 32 years of service to the Battle Creek Public Schools, as an 

elementary teacher. She was awarded the Golden Apple Award in education and the Volunteer of the 

Year Award for her fostering of animals. Julie was also a proud sports Mom and coached tennis at BCPS. 

 

Junior Achievement - Sherry Hill Scholarship Fund 

Sherry Hill spent 5 years with Operation G.R.A.D. where she served as Program Director for Junior 

Achievement, but her involvement with the students was much greater than her role with Junior 

Achievement. Sherry became a voice for many of the students and a sounding board for those students 

who needed a listening ear and a shoulder to lean on. This scholarship was established to honor her 

memory and her contributions to the Battle Creek Community on behalf of young people. Eligible 

candidates are graduates or graduating seniors from an alternative high school within a Junior 

Achievement of Southwest Michigan service area who have obtained a diploma, G.E.D., or its equivalent. 

Preference may be given to candidates with involvement in Junior Achievement, and those who have 

persevered and overcame obstacles by attending an alternative education program that provides an 

opportunity for student success that is not provided through a "typical high school" educational 

program. 

 

Kaleigh Woodman Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Kaleigh Woodman Memorial Fund was established in memory of Kaleigh Woodman who died as a 

result of injuries sustained in an automobile accident in December 2015.  Kaleigh lit up a room with her 

beautiful smile and contagious laugh.  She was a Tomboy Princess, a tough – never get hurt, I can do it 



outlook and a tender helpful, always willing to help no matter what the project attitude.  Her Pennfield 

Schools and extended cheer families were a very important part of her life.    <br><br>  This Kaleigh 

Woodman Memorial Fund was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to greater Battle 

Creek area High School graduating seniors or graduates pursuing a post-secondary degree, certificate or 

technical training. 

 

Kathleen Carpenter Garland Scholarship Fund-BCACS 

This scholarship was established by Kathleen's family, and is designed to aid St. Philip Catholic Central 

graduating seniors and graduates access higher education in the fields of education and health. 

 

Kathy Hickerson-Mills Scholarship Fund 

The Kathy Hickerson-Mills Scholarship Fund was established by her family after her death in 2010. Kathy 

was a long-time employee in the Homer Community School System. Kathy's attitude and presence added 

to the learning environment for the student body and staff at HHS, and for that she will always be 

remembered. This special scholarship was first given in 2011.  The Board of Directors of the Alumni 

Association is honored to have been asked to govern this scholarship. 

 

Kay Earline Vanderford Nursing Scholarship Fund 

The Kay Earline Vanderford Nursing Scholarship Fund was established in 2011 in loving memory of Kay 

Earline Vanderford by her son Douglas Vanderford. A graduate of Kellogg Community College's nursing 

program, Kay Earline Vanderford worked as a LPN for several years at area nursing homes. She served 

the Homer and Litchfield communities most of her life and was very compassionate toward her patients. 

This scholarship assists those who are called to enter the field of nursing. 

 

Kellogg Company-Tony McGee Scholarship Fund 

The Kellogg Company - Tony McGee Scholarship was specifically established for the purpose of providing 

scholarships to minority graduates/graduating seniors from the greater Battle Creek area seeking 

educational opportunities beyond high school. Scholarship awards will support associate and bachelor’s 

degree programs, as well as certificate and apprenticeship programs. 

 

Kenneth L. Clark Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Kenneth Clark was a student in Athens Schools, when his young life was cut short by a tragic accident.  

The Kenneth Clark Memorial Scholarship was established by family and friends after his untimely death. 

The scholarship recipient is selected by the Youth Advisory Committee, based on the demonstration of 

good character. 

 

Kids' Time Scholarship Fund 

The Kids' Time Scholarship Fund was established to provide post-secondary education scholarships to 

Athens High School graduates pursuing credentials in Early Childhood Education. 

 

  



Knowles Future Teacher Scholarship Fund 

The Knowles family has a history of being in the education field, and greatly values the teaching 

profession.  The Knowles Future teacher Scholarship was established by the Knowles family and friends 

to encourage the next generation of teachers to continue their education past high school.  Selection is 

based on acceptance to a college or university with a major in Education and a 3.0 GPA minimum.  

Evidence of good character, volunteer service, and demonstrated commitment to youth in a school 

setting area also selection considerations. 

 

Kristin & Michael Bauman Scholarship Fund 

Kristin Bauman, as a teacher and consultant, taught hearing impaired students in Pennsylvania and 

Calhoun County, Michigan for over 30 years. She had lost the majority of her own hearing in her youth 

which served to motivate her to help others with this disability.  After retiring, she was approached by a 

former hearing impaired student who as an adult, wished to return to college.  Kristin was reminded of 

how difficult it was to find the financial resources to go to college.    <br><br>  In researching the 

scholarships available to students with disabilities, she found there were few scholarships offered for 

students with disabilities especially within the Calhoun County, Michigan area. Students with hearing 

impairments have to work harder than most to not only obtain but succeed in higher education.  Kristin 

and her family would like to help hearing impaired students, as well as their future teachers, make 

higher education a reality through this scholarship. 

 

Lakeview Area Council PTA Scholarship Fund 

The Lakeview Area Council PTA Scholarship is the oldest awarded scholarship in Lakeview and is given to 

a Lakeview High School senior who will continue their education beyond high school.  Desire for 

additional learning opportunities, volunteerism in the community, extracurricular activities, academic 

achievement, and financial need are all taken into consideration for selection of this scholarship. 

 

Lakeview High School Class of 2020 Senior Scholarship Fund 

The Senior class of 2020 exemplified strength and perseverance in an unprecedented time of change, 

disappointment, and new concepts of learning due to the Corona Virus (COVID-19) Epidemic.  Through 

private funding of the Senior parent class committee, the amount of $6,000,00 has been raised, and will 

be provided in $1,000.00 increments per year, until the amount is no longer available. The fund will be 

awarded to an eligible Senior student who is able to provide a well written, profound, 500-word essay, 

explaining how they have persevered in their life, in spite of difficulty, in order to be successful by 

example, as they go forward in the next phase of their life. 

 

Larry Inman Skilled Trades Scholarship Fund 

The Larry Inman Skilled Trades Scholarship Fund has been established to provide scholarships to Harper 

Creek Community Schools graduating seniors pursing degrees and future employment in   the skilled 

trades.  <br><br>  Larry Inman was a Harper Creek High School, class of 1967 graduate. He excelled in 

many sports, but was an exceptional baseball player. After high school Larry attended Kellogg 

Community College pursuing a career in Graphic Arts before serving in the United States Army   during 

the Vietnam Conflict. Larry fought for his country and was awarded many medals including the Bronze 



Star. He returned to Battle Creek and retired from the Kellogg Company after 35 years of dedicated 

employment. Larry was a very kind and generous person who cared about the education of local youth. 

 

Larry Wirebaugh Scholarship Fund 

The Larry Wirebaugh Scholarship has been established to honor the memory of Larry Wirebaugh and his 

love of Homer. Larry was a proud graduate of Homer High School, where he played four sports. Larry 

would go on to serve in the US Navy, before marrying his high school sweetheart, Julie in 1962. He loved 

spending time with family and especially watching his sons growing up competing in sports at Western 

High School and, in later years, traveling to watch grandkids playing in Ohio and West Michigan. Though 

he eventually moved away from Homer, "he loved Homer and if he had had it his way he would have 

lived there forever." With this scholarship, his family hopes to leave a legacy that will help students with 

financial need achieve their educational aspirations. 

 

Lee Smittendorf Scholarship Fund 

The Lee R. Smittendorf Scholarship fund will support Athens Area Schools graduates pursuing post-

secondary educational opportunities. 

 

Leland, Dorothea, & Barbara McLain Scholarship Fund 

The Leland, Dorothea, & Barbara McLain Scholarship was established by Barbara in honor of her parents 

who provided a good home and strong upbringing for her. The fund provides a scholarship to graduates 

and graduating seniors of Battle Creek area public high schools who are pursuing a career in education. 

 

Leonard and Shirley Mitchell Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Shirley Mitchell Memorial Scholarship Fund was established for the purpose of providing 

scholarships to Athens area students who seek educational opportunities beyond high school. 

 

Leroy McKinney Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was created in memory of Leroy McKinney Jr., who was a graduate of Battle Creek 

Central High School, Class of 1988. Upon graduation, he studied Pre-Engineering in college.  He also had 

an entrepreneurial spirit.  Though he struggled with mental illness, one of his proudest accomplishments 

in life, was returning to college as an adult and completing his Bachelor's degree in Business 

Management.  He would be honored to know this scholarship was created in his legacy to support other 

African American men to pursue their education in these fields. 

 

Lillian A. Jones Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established in memory of Lillian A. Jones to support academic scholarships for graduate 

students who are Calhoun County residents. "Often times students finish their undergraduate degree 

and are in debt or just don't have the funds to continue on to higher degrees," said Lillian speaking about 

her fund, "There is a real need for these students too." 

 

  



Lionel and Muzzie Wood Family Scholarship Fund 

The Muzzie Wood Scholarship was established in loving memory of Muzzie by her family after she 

passed away on March 16, 2001. In 2010, the name of the fund changed to the Lionel and Muzzie Wood 

Family Scholarship Fund and its support of Battle Creek area students expanded. Muzzie enjoyed 

spending time with her husband, Woody, their three daughters, stepson, and eight grandchildren. She 

loved the outdoors, flower and vegetable gardening, sewing, remodeling, fishing, and turkey and duck 

hunting. Her husband laughingly recalls a time she wore her sneakers in the river, knee-deep, and caught 

a salmon bare handed! Muzzie always had a smile on her face and gave more than she received. Woody, 

enjoys an active and blessed life rarely missing an opportunity for fun and fellowship at the Y Center of 

Battle Creek and spending time with family and friends, This scholarship is awarded to graduating seniors 

within Calhoun County who are members of a Missouri Synod Lutheran Church. If there are no eligible 

members, members of a Christian-based church may also be considered. 

 

Louis E. Maddalena Battle Creek Area Scholarship 

The Louis E. Maddalena Battle Creek Area Scholarship Fund has been established for the purpose of 
providing scholarships to greater Battle Creek area public and private high school graduating seniors and 
graduates, pursuing post-secondary educational opportunities, who have accepted to or are enrolled at a 
2-year or 4-year college or university, technical or trade school. Preference will be given to graduating 
seniors. 
 

Louis & Margaret Martin Educational Support Endowment Fund 

The Louis & Margaret Martin Educational Support Endowment Scholarship was established to serve as a 

source of encouragement and support to African American male graduating seniors from Battle Creek 

Central High School. It celebrates Lou and Margaret Martin's many years of professional, personal and 

deep seated community commitment to improving educational outcomes for young people. 

 

Mac & Betty Behnke Scholarship Fund 

The Mac & Betty Behnke Scholarship was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to Battle 

Creek area students who seek educational opportunities beyond high school. 

 

Marian G. Shirk Scholarship Fund 

Marian G. Shirk established this fund through an estate gift to the School District of the City of Battle 

Creek for the purpose of providing scholarships to graduating seniors from Battle Creek Public Schools 

who seek educational opportunities beyond high school, "for scholarship purposes for needy students." 

 

Marilyn Okos Spirit of Learning Scholarship Fund 

The Marilyn Okos Spirit of Learning Scholarship provides a one-time award to a graduating senior from 

the Battle Creek Area Math and Science Center who will be continuing their studies and has 

demonstrated a genuine passion for learning.   <br><br>  Marilyn Okos was a longtime resident of Battle 

Creek. A dedicated educator, administrator, advisor, advocate, and lifelong learner; Marilyn viewed 

education as a powerful force for improving people’s lives. She believed the BCAMSC serves a critical 

need in the community and was extremely grateful for the academic opportunities afforded her 



daughter there. Marilyn believed hard work is its own reward and that kindness costs nothing, but 

means everything. This memorial scholarship seeks to honor a BCAMSC student who embodies Marilyn’s 

approach to living and learning.  <br><br>  In recognition of Marilyn’s curiosity, humility, integrity, and 

tenacity, selection criteria include rigor and diversity of coursework, involvement in 

service/extracurricular activities, ability to step up as a team player, eagerness to take on challenges, 

resilience in the face of adversity, and most importantly, an earnest love of learning. 

 

Mark Evans Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Mark graduated from Harper Creek in 1983, and went on to attend Western Michigan University. He is 

remembered as being very intelligent, a talented wrestler, and a dedicated friend. Mark was serving in 

the armed forces in Florida when he was killed in a motorcycle accident on February 23, 1988.   <br><br>  

The Mark Evans Memorial Scholarship was established in his memory and is awarded to the Harper 

Creek High School senior who has the highest National Merit Award score in their class. 

 

Mary D. Durham Scholarship Fund 

The Mary D. Durham Scholarship was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to Lakeview 

High School seniors who seek educational opportunities beyond high school.    <br><br>  Mary 

graduated from Plainwell High School in 1962 and received a B.A. in Public Administration from Western 

Michigan University in 1989.  She worked as a secretary at several schools in the Lakeview School District 

before becoming the secretary or the Superintendent of Lakeview Schools.  Mary was a member of First 

Congregational Church and served as a Sunday school coordinator for many years.  She enjoyed spending 

time with her grandchildren, working in the garden and taking photographs. There was a special place in 

her heart and home for Longaberger baskets. 

 

Maxwell G. Root Scholarship Fund 

Maxwell G. Root graduated from Battle Creek Central High School in 1937. He was a life member of the 

Benevolent Order of the Elks Lodge Chapter #131 and active with his alma mater, Battle Creek Central 

High School, serving on its Alumni Committee and the Class of 1937 Reunion Committee. This fund was 

created for the purpose of issuing scholarships to students of Battle Creek Central High School. 

 

Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Memorial Scholarship, established in July 1920 from a variety of gifts to the School District of the 

City of Battle Creek, has evolved from a student loan program to its current scholarship fund. Over the 

years, those with a heart for Battle Creek Public Schools and its students have made individual and 

memorial gifts to this fund. 

 

Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel Calhoun Scholarship Fund 

The Calhoun County Chapter of the Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel (MARSP) was 

established in 1923, with four objectives: 1) to promote greater interest in legislation affecting retired 

school employees; 2) to furnish a practical basis for united action among those devoted to the cause of 

public education; 3) to support in every way possible the MARSP and the American Association of 

Retired Persons, NRTA Division; and 4) to promote voluntary participation by its members in civic and 



educational affairs.    This scholarship was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to 

relatives of the current membership of the Calhoun County Chapter of the MARSP who seek educational 

opportunities beyond high school. Other educational related opportunities may also be supported by 

this scholarship. 

 

Missy Head Scholarship Fund 

The Missy Head Scholarship Fund has been established in loving memory of Missy Head, a 1993 graduate 

of Harper Creek High School. Missy was fun-loving and loved by all. She could always make you laugh 

and always made you feel welcome. This scholarship will support graduating seniors and graduates of 

Harper Creek High School who have been involved in extracurricular activities and demonstrate 

inclusiveness. 

 

Multiple Sclerosis Scholarship 

Dr. Rose Marie Lovio designed this scholarship with her favorite quote in mind: "Life is 10% what 

happens to us and 90% how we react to it". This scholarship is designed for a student who has been 

directly diagnosed with the disease or who has a close family member who lives with multiple sclerosis. 

This chronic illness offers a multitude of challenges and this scholarship seeks a recipient who exudes 

positivity despite those challenges. 

 

Nicholas & Rose Offenbacher Scholarship Fund 

Rose (Van Ness) Offenbacher graduated from Athens High School in 1939.  She attended the Nichol's 

Hospital Nursing program and became a licensed practical nurse.  She later graduated from KCC and 

became a registered nurse.  During this time, she worked in several doctors? offices in Battle Creek and 

then for Leila Hospital, where she became charge nurse of the ICU/CCU and PCU.  Rose married Nicholas 

Offenbacher in 1940.  Nick graduated from Union City High School, and worked at Oliver Corporation and 

then Clark Equipment Company.  Rose made provisions in her Trust Documents to establish a Scholarship 

Fund to benefit graduating seniors of the Athens Area Schools. 

 

Norene Keaton Scholarship Fund 

Norene Keaton loved Michigan State University - all aspects of the University - from academics to sports. 

She was an avid sports fan and particularly liked all MSU sports.  Norene had a remarkable memory and 

recall for all sports. She was often called upon to settle disputes concerning dates, scores, locations and 

personalities.  She was extremely proud of MSU's high rankings within the academic world and the broad 

range of quality educational opportunities offered by the University. Norene maintained a high level of 

awareness of the various disciplines offered at MSU. She did this through memberships in the National 

Alumni Board, the Beaumont Tower Society, the Honorary Coaches Club, and as President of the Calhoun 

County Alumni Club. She would talk up and sell the many MSU positives to all that would listen - she 

particularly liked to talk to potential college level students.  <br><br>  Norene always was highly 

motivated to pay back, in some way, for the outstanding education experience and the wonderful 

growing-up and social environment that she was provided at MSU. She truly wanted the same for all 

students who have that burning desire to learn and grow. 

 



Pathways Fund 

The Pathways Fund was established in 1997  through the Lakeview Schools Educational Foundation's 

fundraising efforts in response to a matching grant opportunity. This fund aims to respond to the needs 

of local employers in the area of workforce development. 

 

Paul A. Riegle Scholarship Fund 

In the fast-paced world we live in, slowing down to spend quality time with friends can often get missed.  

However, for Paul A. Riegle, taking time out for friends was a characteristic you could always count on.  

That's why it's more than fitting when the family of Paul A. Riegle established the Paul A. Riegle 

Scholarship Fund in 2016, allowing Paul to continue to take time out for and support "a friend".    

<br><br>  Paul was a family-oriented and well-rounded person, valuing service, education, business and 

the trades while at the same time loving and enjoying the majestic beauty of the outdoors through many 

of his favorite pastimes such as skiing, hunting and fishing.  Through the establishment of this fund, it is 

the family's hope that it will contribute in meaningful ways towards a better life for the recipient and 

their family. 

 

Paul Nicolich-Harper Creek Memorial Scholarship Foundation 

Several community members worked with the Nicolich family to establish this fund in memory of Circuit 

Court Judge Paul Nicolich who passed away suddenly in 1990. He was known as a friend to young 

attorneys and those who knew him stated, "He was a friend and a fine colleague and a good judge. He 

was patient, fair and he served the people well." 

 

Pennfield Schools Scholarship Fund 

This fund has been established to support scholarships for Pennfield Schools Students. 

 

Pete Manarin Family Scholarship Fund 

Pete, a life-long resident of Battle Creek, has lead his life and raised his family with strong attributes and 

beliefs:  immense persistence, selflessness, appreciation of blessings, focus on long-term outcomes and 

passion for attaining them.  Pete and his family wish to award a person who has demonstrated the same 

qualities in their life and goals. 

 

Phil Duff Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Phil Duff Memorial Scholarship was established in 2001 in memory of Phil Duff, former Homer 

Elementary School principal and active community member. Mr. Duff received his master's degree from 

Eastern Michigan University. He taught for the Vandercook Lake Schools for nine years, then moved to 

Homer in 1966 and became principal of Homer Elementary School before retiring in 1997.  <br><br>  For 

several years he was a Cub Scout Master, worked with abused children, was a member of the M.E.A., and 

played the organ for the Church of God in Marshall and Jackson. He found great joy in gardening and 

playing the organ. 

 

  



Radiology Consultants PLC Scholarship Fund 

Radiology Consultants PLC established this scholarship to support students attending Kellogg Community 

College who possess the individual desire and work ethic to build a planned and secure career path in 

subjects related to operating a radiology practice including, but not limited to: radiography, medical 

imaging, medical business management, medical billing, medical coding, etc. It was important for this 

scholarship to recognize students, who work hard at a job while attending college, work hard on their 

studies and are deeply motivated in purposeful pursuit of a career. 

 

Ralph L. Deal Memorial Music Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was established in 2010 in memory of Ralph L. Deal, general music teacher for the 

Lakeview School District elementary schools, teaching vocal music for 25 years.  His love of music 

continued after his retirement with an additional 10 years of teaching the part time music program for 

St. Joseph Catholic Schools. He also served as choir director and/or organist for numerous area churches, 

including First Presbyterian, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran, Maple United Methodist, Birchwood United 

Methodist, First Congregational and First Church of Christ Scientist.  This scholarship is awarded annually 

to a graduating senior from Lakeview High School who is pursuing a degree in music in the areas of vocal, 

instrumental or music education. 

 

Raymond J. Pontoni Entrepreneur Scholarship Fund 

The fund was established in Honor of the memory of Raymond J. Pontoni, past CEO of Nottawa Gardens 

Corporation and Athens Community Leader to assist Athens graduating seniors and adults seeking to 

further their education and business needs, through training programs in the skilled trades, associate 

degrees, apprenticeships, or certificate programs, and to help aid the creation and development of their 

Entrepreneural Goals and economic ventures. 

 

Rebecca "Becky" Porter Health Care Scholarship Fund 

Rebecca "Becky" Porter made a lasting impact and impression on all who knew her. Selecting the 

compassionate profession of nursing led her on a journey that culminated in the founding and 

establishment of the Holistic Health Center. Becky (and Larry) spent the past 20 years putting her mind, 

body, and all her strength into helping others through the Center. Therefore, it's no surprise family, 

clients, Western Michigan University students and friends felt it more than fitting to establish the 

Rebecca "Becky" Porter Health Care Scholarship Fund in tribute to a loving, gracious soul and giving 

spirit. 

 

Rev. Earl F. Young & Rev. William Young, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship is in memory of the late Reverend Earl F. Young and Reverend William Young, Jr. 

Reverend Earl F. Young was the founder and pastor of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church from 1959 

to 1982. Reverend William Young, Jr. was pastor at Macedonia from 1982 to 1997. Both dedicated their 

lives to the spiritual needs and overall well-being of all Battle Creek citizens. 

 

  



Richard & Elizabeth Jones Scholarship Fund 

The Richard & Elizabeth Jones Scholarship Fund was established for the purpose of providing 

scholarships to individuals residing in Calhoun County who will be obtaining an education in graduate 

school at University of Michigan.  The scholarship recipient(s) will be announced and honored annually 

at the Battle Creek Community Foundation scholarship celebration. 

 

Richard R. Montgomery Scholarship Fund 

The Richard R. Montgomery Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by his family and friends to 

honor him after he passed away on June 22, 2004.  <br><br>  Dick came to Battle Creek to work at the 

Enquirer and News after graduating in Journalism from Michigan State University.  He later worked at 

Clark Equipment as the national sales promotion manager.  <br><br>  Dick was a talented, enthusiastic 

person whose positive attitude enriched all who had the good fortune of knowing him. He worked to 

enhance the quality of life in the Battle Creek community through his many years of community 

involvement. He focused on problems that required action. He applied his positive spirit and his 

eloquent voice to many issues.  <br><br>  Dick felt that he could make a difference in the lives of young 

people by his personal involvement on the General Scholarship Committee of the Battle Creek 

Community Foundation Scholarship Program.  <br><br>  This scholarship has been established to help 

individuals who are starting out on their educational journey following high school graduation. It is our 

hope that recipients of this scholarship will display the same character and compassion to better their 

community as Dick Montgomery did. 

 

Robert A. and Cynthia A. Leach Adult Education Scholarship Fund 

The Robert A. and Cynthia A. Leach Adult Education Scholarship Fund ("Fund") provides scholarships to 

Athens Area Schools graduates or Athens area residents, pursuing post-secondary educational 

opportunities in high demand career fields, such as health related fields.  <br>   This Scholarship was 

established by Robert A. and Cynthia A. Leach who were both former high school teachers. They 

believed that post high school education is a necessity in today’s economy and that a scholarship would 

provide some incentive for students to reach their goals. After seeing more support for graduating 

seniors, the Leach’s wanted there to be more resources for the adults in the greater Athens area. These 

funds could support anyone who are beyond their first year of college but still need financial assistance, 

those who did not complete their degree but want to re-enroll to do so, or even those who want to 

change career paths and need additional education or training. 

 

Robert and Diana Williams Scholarship Fund 

The Robert and Diana Williams Scholarship Fund was established to give more opportunities to those 

seeking to further their education through non-degreed training programs in the skilled trades, 

apprenticeship or certificate programs. The Williams' believe the skilled trades provide essential services 

for which there will always be a need and are the lifeblood of our country. 

 

Robert D. and Shirley M. McFee Scholarship Fund 

This fund has been established for the purposes of providing scholarships to the students from the 

Calhoun County area who have been accepted for attendance at the University of Michigan and must 



reside in the area of the University of Michigan Club of Calhoun County.  Applicants must also agree to 

attend at least one meeting of the University of Michigan Club of Calhoun County function during the 

year following receipt of the scholarship. 

 

Robert & Eleanor DeVries Family Practice Scholarship 

Robert and Eleanor DeVries know the importance of quality health care to communities.  This 

scholarship will promote greater Battle Creek area physician extender positions (e.g.: nurse practitioner, 

physician assistant, resident physician, etc.) within the family practice field. 

 

Robert L. Weiher Memorial Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was established by the family of Robert L. Weiher, a 1967 graduate of Pennfield High 

School, on the 30th anniversary of his death. In 1968, he joined the Army and was sent to Vietnam. He 

died on March 28, 1969 from wounds suffered in combat. He was posthumously awarded the Bronze 

Star for meritorious achievement in ground operations. He was also awarded the Purple Heart. 

 

Robert M. Ward Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship fund was established in honor of Robert M. Ward after he was named the Michigan High 

School Principal of the Year in 1990. The scholarship will be awarded to graduating seniors or graduates 

of Lakeview High School who are seeking educational opportunities beyond high school. Criteria will be 

based on leadership, scholarship, citizenship, service, industry and effort, integrity and responsibility. 

 

Roger & Kim Pitzer CACC Scholarship Fund 

This fund was established in honor of Kim Pitzer, who attended the CACC in 1977. Roger & Kim obtained 

their education through hard work and a commitment to their goals. They have established this 

scholarship to help other individuals obtain and achieve their goals. Roger and Kim believe that those of 

us who have benefited from our community should give something back. 

 

Ronald Clark McDaniel Memorial Scholarship Fund 

To honor the life and legacy of Ronald Clark "Ron" McDaniel, family and friends established the Ronald 

Clark McDaniel Memorial Scholarship Fund in 2008. Ron, born in Harlan, Kentucky, moved to Battle 

Creek, Michigan at the age of 5. He was involved in the National Honor Society, Boys State, played 

baseball and football and graduated in the top ten of his class at Pennfield High School.  He then served 

in the United States Air Force obtaining presidential awards and honors before he made his home back in 

Battle Creek. Ron managed to balance his commitment and love for his family and sports while exhibiting 

an unequaled work ethic, often working 7 days a week, at the same company for 38 years.  This fund was 

established to carry on his value of education. He believed that all young adults should participate in 

extra-curricular activities in or outside of school while focusing on education.  Most of all Ron McDaniel 

believed education was the key to success. Scholarships in memory of Ron will be awarded to graduating 

seniors who have participated in high school athletics and are seeking educational opportunities in 

teaching/education. 

 

  



Ron LaParl Scholarship Fund 

Members of the Battle Creek Country Club established this scholarship for individuals who have been 

employed with the Country Club.  The scholarship has been established in honor of Ronald B. LaParl who 

served as a golf professional at the Battle Creek Country Club for 35 years.     Mr. LaParl is recognized as a 

professional in every sense of the word--golfer, teacher, organizer, and gentleman.  His commitment to 

his professional career, commitment in teaching others, and service to the community can be attributed 

to his success in life.      Applicants for the Battle Creek Country Club Ron LaParl Scholarship must have 

been employed by the Battle Creek Country Club in the preceding 12 months, exemplify the highest 

degree of loyalty to the Battle Creek Country Club and its members, must possess a minimum grade 

point average of 2.5 from the most recent educational facility attended.  Financial need will be 

considered in the selection process as well as the content and composition of a written essay, 

recommendations, and a personal interview which may be conducted.    (Children of Battle Creek 

Country Club members are ineligible for consideration for the LaParl Scholarship.) 

 

Ruble Family Scholarship Fund 

The Ruble Family Scholarship was established in 2010 in honor of Cindy Ruble's many years of service 

and her retirement as Superintendent of Lakeview School District. The purpose of the scholarship is to 

reduce barriers for at risk Battle Creek area graduating seniors and adults seeking educational 

opportunities beyond high school.       The fund honors Cindy's dream that every graduate has the skills 

needed and resources available to continue their post-secondary education. "Every child has a dream for 

what they can be and for what they can contribute to society and that dream can and will become a 

reality!" 

 

Russell Scott Hein Memorial Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship fund was established in memory of Russell Scott Hein after he died in an automobile 

accident on October 31, 1987.  One award will be presented annually to a Lakeview High School 

graduating senior and one to a Calhoun Area Technology Center graduating senior. 

 

Sadie W. Penn Scholarship Fund 

This fund, established in 2013, places emphasis on supporting the education of our youth for this 

generation and generations to come. Sadie W. Penn's career in education took her from Georgia to Battle 

Creek, Michigan and has enriched the lives of countless students along the way. Recipients of this 

scholarship are graduating high school seniors who are pursuing a career in the field of education at a 

college or university in the state of Michigan. 

 

Satish Koneru Scholarship Fund 

Dr. Prasadarao and Lakshmi Koneru established this scholarship to honor their son, Satish Koneru, who 

died in 1985 at age 23. Satish was a graduate of Kimball High School in Royal Oak, Michigan. He attended 

Oakland University and was a student at Kellogg Community College.    Satish is remembered as a 

considerate and compassionate young man who understood so much about his own life. He faced each 

day with courage and accomplished many of his personal goals. Even during the most difficult moments 

of his illness, he was able to unselfishly reflect on the love of his family, expressing his thoughts to a 



friend who would pass them along after his death.    Recipients of this scholarship are graduating seniors 

with a physical limitation or disability from a greater Battle Creek area public school who is pursuing 

educational opportunities at a 2 or 4 year college, or a trade school, anywhere in the United States. The 

student must show academic performance and strong motivation for achieving personal goals. 

 

Schlatter Design Scholarship Fund 

The Schlatter Design Scholarship was created to honor Dick's lifetime of accomplishment in the graphic 

design and marketing world.  Dick moved to Battle Creek, Michigan to be the art director of a local ad 

agency, and has made his mark on the area by opening Schlatter Design in 1972, which became the 

Schlatter Group, a full-service advertising agency.  Dick has won over 70 awards in the field of graphic 

design, including the American Advertising Federation's (AAF) Silver Medal in 1984.  He has also become 

an integral part of the Battle Creek community through his support of many area individuals and 

initiatives.  Dick's other accomplishments include publishing a 2011 children's book "The Old Man and 

the Tree", and the ArtPrize Public Vote Grand Prize in 2017 for his portrait of Abraham Lincoln made out 

of 24,000 pennies, aptly named "A. Lincoln". 

 

S. Emmett Brown Scholarship Fund 

The S. Emmett Brown Scholarship Fund was a vision of Reverend Bobby Holley in 2011. This fund was 

established in honor and recognition of S. Emmett Brown's athletic accomplishments and his giving back 

to young people in the Battle Creek community. It is S. Emmett Brown's hope that this scholarship will 

help a young person's dream of a college education come true. 

 

Shelton C. Penn Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Those whose lives he positively touched through the years describe Judge Shelton "Cosmo" Penn as fair 

in the courtroom, kind, compassionate, understanding, and a good man who treated everyone with 

dignity and respect. Shelton C. Penn graduated from high school in 1942, attended Morehouse College, 

was drafted into the U.S. Army, serving from 1944-1946 and returned to Morehouse to graduate in 1948 

(his schoolmate was Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.). Judge Penn graduated from the University of Michigan 

Law School in 1951, set up a private practice in Battle Creek, Michigan and went on to an illustrious 

career in law that included chief assistant prosecuting attorney, civil rights hearing referee and chief 

judge of the 10th district court. This fund, established in memory of Judge Penn by his wife, Sadie Penn 

in 2009, is a testament to their belief in education and community. 

 

SLF/Blair Scholarship Fund 

The scholarship combines the funds from the Homer Student Loan Fund (SLF) and the Blair Scholarship 

Fund. Homer's superintendent, Everett Highland, started the Student Loan Fund in 1959, to provide 

loans to Homer High School graduates to help them further their education. The Blair scholarship was 

started in 1977 with funds from the estate of Bess Blair as donated by her sister Maude. Both sisters 

were born in Homer and were descendants of Homer's first doctor. Bess taught in the Homer school 

system. Maude was a life-long educator and both sisters were strong supporters of education. 

 

  



Staff Sergeant Joshua Throckmorton Memorial Scholarship Fund 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Joshua A. "Josh" "Tex" Throckmorton made the ultimate sacrifice for his country 

when he lost his life on Tuesday, July 5, 2011 in Afghanistan. This fund serves as a reminder for us all to 

live as Josh did - with integrity and respect for others. Encouraged by his mother Tina to learn the skills 

necessary to be self sufficient, he loved to cook almost as much as he loved football, in fact, he hoped to 

open a restaurant once his military career concluded. Those who knew Josh describe him as having been 

"a great guy," "a consummate team player," and "one of our leaders." His impact will live on through 

those at Battle Creek Central High School who become Throckmorton Scholarship award recipients, and 

expands outward through the many lives they positively touch. 

 

Stanley T. and Berenice J. Lowe Scholarship Fund 

The Berenice Bryant Lowe Fund was established by the Historical Society of Battle Creek and the Lowe 

family to honor and perpetuate the legacy of the pioneer local historian who tirelessly researched and 

passionately promoted Battle Creek's heritage for more than twenty years. Berenice Bryant Lowe was a 

graduate of the University of Michigan and a drama and speech teacher at Battle Creek Central High 

School. She was a passionate collector of local history and spent years ferreting long-forgotten items out 

of attics and collecting anecdotes from residents. She was one of the moving spirits behind the 

revitalization of the Historical Society of Battle Creek and the renovation of the Kimball House into a 

museum of local history.  To recognize Berenice Lowe's twin interest in local history- research and 

education- the fellowship was established in 1999 with the purpose of providing funding to individuals to 

develop educational materials and to publish local historical research for use in the community.  In 2018, 

to recognize Berenice's passion for education and her secret sponsorship of students attending KCC, a 

scholarship was added to support students attending Kellogg Community College in the professional 

trades and nursing. 

 

Stetler - Piper Family Scholarship Fund 

The Stetler – Piper Family Scholarship Fund was established for the purpose of providing scholarships to 

graduates of Calhoun County High Schools or adult residents of Calhoun County pursuing post-secondary 

educational opportunities. 

 

Suicide Prevention and Awareness of Calhoun County Scholarship Fund 

The Suicide Prevention and Awareness of Calhoun County Scholarship was established for the purpose of 

providing scholarships to adult graduates of high schools located within the Calhoun Intermediate School 

District, pursuing post-secondary educational opportunities leading to careers that support mental 

health. 

 

Tad & Bonnie Randolph Scholarship Fund 

Tad and Bonnie Randolph were classroom teachers in the Battle Creek Public Schools for many years. 

Bonnie taught Spanish at W. K. Kellogg, Southwestern and Battle Creek Central High School. Tad was a 

social studies teacher at Southeastern, W. K. Kellogg, and Battle Creek Central High School. 

 

  



Taylor Scholarship Fund 

The Taylor Scholarship was created by Richard and Geraldine Taylor. The Taylor's, longtime residents of 

Battle Creek, believe that many people need extra help to enter or return to the workforce. The Taylor 

scholar receives a monetary award and accepts the challenge to achieve their training requirements in 

order to complete their employment goals. 

 

Teresa Sue Davis Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Teresa Sue Davis was born and raised in Battle Creek.  Her name is not well-known, nor is she lauded for 

large philanthropic donations to the community.  But like so many other city residents, she left an 

unforgettable mark on her family and the lives of others.  Some may consider her contributions small.  To 

those she touched, they were immeasurable.  She was a 1984 graduate of Battle Creek Central High 

School and held many jobs in the community.  No job was perhaps more important than as a mother, 

where she often selflessly pushed her children to achieve their life goals.  This scholarship was 

established as a helping hand to graduates of Battle Creek Public Schools so that they may pursue their 

dreams of higher education. 

 

The Crystyl A. Rucker Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Crystyl A. Rucker Memorial Scholarship Fund was established for the purpose of providing academic 

financial support to graduating seniors of Battle Creek Public Schools pursuing post-secondary 

educational opportunities.  Crystyl Arnita Rucker (1951-2021) was born in Detroit, Michigan and was a 

graduate of John J. Pershing High School. She completed her undergraduate and graduate degrees in 

education, at Michigan State University.    <br><br>  She began her teaching career with the Battle Creek 

Public Schools, at Northwestern Junior High School.  Affectionately known as "Ma Ruck" at 

Northwestern,  she taught seventh and eighth grade journalism and English. She believed in connecting 

with each student to push his or her academic and personal potential, while having lots of fun. Outside 

of Northwestern, she taught and mentored Battle Creek students in the "Dreamers" Program and 

spearheaded academic after-school and family scholarship programs at the Battle Creek YMCA. She 

retired from Battle Creek Public Schools in 2003. 

 

Theodore N. Thomas Scholarship Fund 

Theodore N. Thomas was the principal of Lakeview High School from 1942 until his retirement in 1974. 

Affectionately known as "Mr. T," he was a beloved and respected principal who symbolized honesty, 

responsibility, integrity and the importance of education in and out of the classroom. This scholarship 

was established by his wife Ruth, who also taught at the elementary level in Lakeview during her career. 

 

The Waltman - Howard Scholarship Fund 

The Waltman – Howard Scholarship Fund was established by Kevin Howard, a 2015 graduate of Harper 

Creek, in honor of Sharon Waltman’s distinguished teaching career at Harper Creek Community Schools.  

Mrs. Waltman was Kevin’s 4th-grade teacher at Beadle Lake Elementary.  She has made a tremendous 

impact on his life as she has done for countless other students in our community.  Since finishing a 

successful 4th-grade year, Kevin and Mrs. Waltman have maintained a friendship to this day.     Mrs. 

Waltman’s class helped inspire Kevin’s career in social impact. Mrs. Waltman is within a few years of 



retirement and is excited to see where the next chapter takes her.     This scholarship is intended to 

recognize and support a Harper Creek student who embodies Mrs. Waltman’s dedication to education 

and her commitment to making a positive impact in one’s community. 

 

Thomas D. Frey Scholarship Fund 

This scholarship was established by Louis and Beverly Frey in honor of their son, Tom, a 1978 graduate of 

Pennfield Schools. He graduated from the Michigan State University College of Engineering and worked 

at Texas Instruments until his untimely death in 1988. 

 

Thomas H. Elliott Scholarship Fund 

The Thomas H. Elliott Scholarship Fund was established to honor the memory of Thomas H. Elliott by 

providing scholarships to Battle Creek and Calhoun County area students who seek educational 

opportunities beyond high school.    Thomas H. Elliot was born in Pennsylvania and after completing the 

8th grade, began working in the coal mines of that region.  At age 23 he came to Battle Creek and 

worked for the Kellogg Company for 41 years. He was a Godfearing man, whose word was his bond and 

who always gave a day's work for a day's pay.  Although he only completed school through the 8th grade, 

he always valued education and encouraged his three children to pursue higher education.  His daughter, 

Dawn and son, Bob each obtained advanced degrees in education and had successful careers in 

Education Administration, and his youngest son Tom became a highly successful surgeon.  It is intended 

that this scholarship be awarded to applicants who demonstrate a strong work ethic and high moral 

character exemplified by the life of Thomas H. Elliot.    Preference will be given to applicants who plan to 

attend the following institutions in the order listed: Albion College, University of Michigan, Michigan 

State University, other institutions.  Applicants must have attained a 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 system.  Applicants 

will be evaluated on the basis of the following six characteristics: trustworthiness, respect for others, 

responsibility, fairness, and caring. 

 

Thomas R. and Catharine G. Allan Scholarship Fund 

The Thomas R. and Catharine G. Allan Scholarship was established in memory of Thomas R. and 

Catharine G. Allan who thought it was important to further your education. The scholarship assists 

graduating seniors and graduates from Calhoun County public and private high schools pursuing post-

secondary educational opportunities in teacher education. 

 

Thomas R. Shaw Scholarship Fund 

It is with great pride and a deep sense of humility that the Shaw family presents this scholarship in honor 

of Thomas R. Shaw. Thomas R. Shaw was a lifelong Battle Creek resident and a third generation funeral 

director. He was born April 2, 1935 in Battle Creek and remained dedicated to his community his entire 

life. He was an active civic and professional leader, a devoted family man and supporter of education and 

youth. He attended the University of Michigan and graduated from Wayne State University with a degree 

in Mortuary Science. This scholarship aims to support greater Battle Creek and Bellevue area student 

obtain higher education at Wayne State University, Central Michigan University, or the University of 

Michigan.    ------------------------------------------------------------------  10-14-2019 RCZ Added Yearbook based 

on 2011 scholarship certificate:    It is with great pride and a deep sense of humility that the Shaw family 



presents this scholarship in honor of Thomas R. Shaw. Thomas R. Shaw was a lifelong Battle Creek 

resident and a third generation funeral director. He was born April 2, 1935 in Battle Creek and remained 

dedicated to his community his entire life. He was an active civic and professional leader, a devoted 

family man and supporter of education and youth. He attended the University of Michigan and 

graduated from Wayne State University with a degree in Mortuary Science. Eligible recipients are 

graduating seniors of Battle Creek area public schools or Bellevue Community Schools. 

 

Todd M. Newman Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Todd was a lifelong resident of Battle Creek and a graduate of Pennfield High School, Kellogg Community 

College and Robert B. Miller College.  He retired from DENSO Manufacturing as a Production Planning 

Specialist after 25 years.  Todd will be remembered for his integrity, strong work ethic and leadership 

qualities and special consideration will be given to applicants who display these attributes. 

 

Ty Larson Fuller Scholarship Fund 

The Ty Larson Fuller Scholarship Fund was established by the Fuller family and the Family Enrichment 

Center to honor the life of Ty Larson Fuller.  Ty, was a young man with a determined spirit, who despite 

many challenges in his life, fought the odds to reach his goals. He also valued being a team player, 

building skills, and spending time with his family.  This scholarship supports foster, adoptive, and kinship 

students under the age of 26 as they pursue higher education in the skilled trades. 

 

Urban League of Battle Creek Scholarship Fund 

The Southwestern Michigan Urban League is an affiliate of the National Urban League, a historic civil 

rights organization dedicated to economic empowerment in order to elevate the standard of living in 

historically underserved urban communities. The NUL was founded in 1910 and is headquartered in New 

York City. The Southwestern Michigan Urban League, founded in 1966, is proud to support minority 

students from the Battle Creek Area who are actively involved in the community and pursuing their 

academic goals. This is one way in which the Urban League is working to support the dreams of our 

youth. 

 

Vosburg Scholarship Fund 

For Lawrence and Florence Vosburg, teaching was a way to impact lives for generations and they were 

excellent at it!  Their love for being educators was infectious, in fact, not only did they spark an interest 

in the profession amongst some of the students they had in their classroom, but children in their 

neighborhood also chose teaching because of their influence.  The Vosburg Scholarship Fund will 

continue their legacy while emphasizing the importance of education beyond high school for Lakeview 

High School graduates. 

 

Walt & Jackie Redmond Education Fund 

Walter and Jacqueline Redmond made a generous contribution to the Battle Creek Community 

Foundation to be used for scholarships for Battle Creek area students who are seeking education beyond 

high school. Involvement in Junior Achievement programs will be considered as a favorable factor in the 

selection process. 



 

William G. & Marion E. Stuckle Scholarship 

The fund was also established to provide scholarships and assistance with training for individuals 

pursuing, or wishing to pursue, a career in nursing.  William Stuckle, and his late wife, Marion, have long 

recognized the importance of encouraging individuals in selecting nursing as a profession in our society 

and the need for constant updates in their training.  The scholarship awards will be based on character, 

including the caring, respect, trustworthiness, responsibility, fairness, and citizenship of the individuals. 

 

W. James McQuiston Scholarship Fund 

W. James McQuiston is remembered for his commitment to community. His service and leadership to 

community and non-profit causes spanned a fifty-year period in Battle Creek. He was known for his wit, 

his clear, concise advice, and his attention to financial detail. Today, many organizations continue to exist 

as a result of Jim McQuiston's vision. 

 

 

 


